
 Wilmington City Council 

Wilmington, Delaware 

May 7, 2026 

City Council met in regular session with remote participation on the above 

date at 6:38 p.m., President Ernest M. Congo, II, presiding.  

The opening prayer was done by Mariaelena Rivera, Deputy City Clerk. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by City Council. 

ROLL CALL 

 The following members responded to the Call of the Roll: Council 

Members Owens, Darby, Oliver, Willauer, McCoy, Johnson, Field, Bracy, Hackett, 

Spadola and President Congo. Total, eleven. Absent, Council Members Harlee and 

Cabrera. Total, two.   

MINUTES 

After reading a portion of the minutes of the April 16, 2026 City Council 

Meeting, upon a motion of Council Member McCoy, seconded by Council Member 

Owens, it was moved they be accepted as written.  Motion prevailed. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

  The following Treasurer’s Report for May 7, 2026 was read into the 

record by City Clerk and upon a motion of Council Member McCoy, seconded by 

Council Member Owens, the Report was received, recorded and filed. Motion prevailed. 

Note:  The Treasurer’s Report is included herein as an insert from Page 2 to Page 5. 
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NON-LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 

 

a.  Recognition Resolutions 
  

All Council  Recognize Youth in city Government Day 2026 

All Council  Recognize Wilmington City Council Interns (Spring 2026) 

Cabrera Recognize Dr. Sidney R. Jacobs (“Ink to Voice: A Literary  

Reawakening” Event 

Congo Salesianum DIAA Wrestling Team (Undefeated Season) 

Congo Recognize Mildred R. Holmes (100th Birthday) 

Darby  Recognize Try Transit Initiative on Earth Day 2026  

  (Delaware Authority for Regional Transit) 

Harlee Recognize Wilmington High School Class of 1976 (50- 

  Year Reunion) 

McCoy Recognize Teacher Appreciation Week 2026 (The Bayard  

  School) 

Oliver Recognize Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Month (Project  

  MS Shift) 

Oliver  Recognize Cure Violence Global (Community  

  Organization Training Sessions) 

 

b. Sympathy Resolutions 
 

All Council Sympathy Aishah Nadirah Amatullah Bint Hudhaifah 

All Council  Sympathy Kevin Eugene Jackson 

Cabrera Sympathy Christine Nichol Radovich 

Oliver Sympathy Carl L. Brown 

Spadola  Sympathy James Matthews 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

President Congo accepted a motion to extend Public Comment beyond 

7:30pm by Council Member Ownes, seconded by Council Member Johnson. President 

Congo then opened up the floor for public comments and the following individuals 

spoke:   

 

o Elijah Quinnell 

 

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 
  

  

 On behalf of President Congo, Council Member McCoy presented 

Resolution No. 26-038 (Agenda #0226) entitled: 

 

 A RESOLUTION TO DECLARE A COUNCIL MEMBER’S SEAT  

 VACANT 
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Synopsis:         This Resolution is being presented by City Council for Council’s review 

and approval. A councilman-at-large’s change in political party affiliation violates the 

qualification requirements under the City Charter and renders his seat vacant, as a 

matter of law. 

Upon a motion of Council Member McCoy, seconded by Council 

Members Owens and Johnson, the Resolution was before the Council for its 

consideration. Motion prevailed. 

Council Member McCoy spoke to the purpose of the resolution and made 

comments. Council Members Spadola made comments. 

President Congo requested the Clerk to call for the roll. 

The above-referenced Resolution was voted on by the following Yea and 

Nay Roll Call Vote: Yeas, Council Members Owens, Darby, Oliver, Willauer, McCoy, 

Johnson, Hackett and President Congo. Total, eight. Present, Council Members Field and 

Bracy. Total, two. Absent, Council Members Harlee and Cabrera. Total, two.   

President Congo declared the Resolution adopted. 

On behalf of President Congo, Council Member McCoy presented 

Resolution No. 26-039 (Agenda #0227) entitled: 

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING DESHAUN ELLIOTT AND 

ALEXANDRA COPPADGE WRIGHT TO THE WILMINGTON 

COMMUNITY POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD 

Synopsis:         This Resolution is being presented by City Council for Council’s review  

and approval. This Resolution appoints Alexandra Coppadge Wright to serve as a 

member of the civil rights community and DeShaun Elliott to serve as a member of the 

mental health treatment community as defined by the National Alliance on Mental Illness 

(NAMI) on the Wilmington Community Police Accountability Board. 

Upon a motion of Council Member McCoy, seconded by Council Member 

Johnson, the Resolution was before the Council for its consideration. Motion prevailed. 

Council Member McCoy spoke to the purpose of the resolution and made 

comments. Council Members Johnson, Oliver made comments and requested to be added 

as co-sponsors. 

President Congo requested the Clerk to call for the roll. 
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The above-referenced Resolution was voted on by the following Yea and 

Nay Roll Call Vote: Yeas, Council Members Darby, Oliver, Willauer, McCoy, Johnson, 

Field, Bracy, Hackett, Spadola and President Congo. Total, ten. Present, Council Member 

Owens. Total, one. Absent, Council Members Harlee and Cabrera. Total, two.   

President Congo declared the Resolution adopted. 

Council Member Darby presented Resolution No. 26-040 (Agenda #0228) 

entitled: 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING GRANT FUNDS FROM GREATER  

WILMINGTON CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU TO THE 

CITY OF WILMINGTON 

Synopsis:         This Resolution is being presented by City Council for Council’s review 

and approval. This Resolution approves $5,000 grant funding from the 

Greater Wilmington Convention and Visitors Bureau to the City of 

Wilmington for the creation of brochures and an interactive digital map 

highlighting Wilmington’s African American historical sites to promote 

public awareness and appreciation of the City’s rich cultural legacy. 

Upon a motion of Council Member Darby, seconded by Council Members 

McCoy and Owens, the Resolution was before the Council for its consideration. Motion 

prevailed. 

Council Member Darby, spoke to the purpose of the resolution and made 

comments. Council Members Oliver and Owens made comments and requested to be 

added as co-sponsors. 

President Congo requested the Clerk to call for the roll. 

The above-referenced Resolution was voted on by the following Yea and 

Nay Roll Call Vote: Yeas, Council Members Owens, Darby, Oliver, Willauer, McCoy, 

Johnson, Field, Bracy, Hackett, Spadola and President Congo. Total, eleven. Absent, 

Council Members Harlee and Cabrera. Total, two.   

President Congo declared the Resolution adopted. 

Council Member Darby presented and called for the first and second 

reading, Ordinance No. 26-031 (Agenda #0229) entitled: 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 48 OF THE CITY CODE 

TO PROVIDE A MANDATORY INCLUSIONARY ZONING  

PROGRAM FOR LOW TO MODERATE INCOME RESIDENTS 



 

 

8 

 

 

The above-referenced Ordinance was given two separate readings by title 

only and upon a motion of Council Member Darby, second by Council Member Owens, 

the Ordinance was received, recorded and referred to the Community Development & 

Urban Planning Committee. Motion prevailed. 

 

 Council Member Darby presented and called for the first and second 

reading, Ordinance No. 26-032 (Agenda #0230) entitled: 

 

 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 2 OF THE CITY CODE TO  

 CREATE A LANDLORD ENGAGEMENT ADVISORY BOARD 

 

The above-referenced Ordinance was given two separate readings by title 

only and upon a motion of Council Member Darby, second by Council Member Owens, 

the Ordinance was received, recorded and referred to the Community Development & 

Urban Planning Committee. Motion prevailed. 

 

 Council Member Oliver presented and called for the first and second 

reading, Ordinance No. 26-033 (Agenda #0231) entitled: 

 

 AN ORDINANCE TO APPROVE THE REMOVAL OF MABEL  

 STREET, LOCATED BETWEEN VANDEVER AVENUE AND THE  

 NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF 86 RACE STREET, FROM THE  

 OFFICIAL CITY MAP 

 

The above-referenced Ordinance was given two separate readings by title 

only and upon a motion of Council Member Oliver, second by Council Members Owens 

and McCoy, the Ordinance was received, recorded and referred to the Community 

Development & Urban Planning Committee. Motion prevailed. 

 

 On behalf of Council Member Harlee, Council Member McCoy presented 

and called for the first and second reading, Ordinance No. 26-034 (Agenda #0232) 

entitled: 

 

 AN ORDINANCE TO IMPLEMENT THE CITY OF WILMINGTON  

 PENSION COMMISSION’S RECOMMENDATION REGARDING A  

 ONE-TIME STIPEND FOR CITY RETIREES FOR FISCAL YEAR  

 2027 PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 39 OF THE CITY CODE 

 

The above-referenced Ordinance was given two separate readings by title 

only and upon a motion of Council Member McCoy, second by Council Member Owens, 

the Ordinance was received, recorded and referred to the Finance & Economic 

Development Committee. Motion prevailed. 
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Council Member Willauer presented Resolution No. 26-041 (Agenda 

#0233) entitled: 

 

 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GRANT FUNDS TO ROBERTO  

 CLEMENTE LITTLE LEAGUE 

 

Synopsis: This Resolution is being presented by the City Council for Council’s 

review and approval. This Resolution approves grant funding from Council Member 

Willauer’s and Council Member Johnson’s Community Support/Discretionary Funds 

totaling $5,999 for the Roberto Clemente Baseball League. 

 

 Upon a motion of Council Member Willauer, seconded by Council 

Member Owens, the Resolution was before the Council for its consideration. Motion 

prevailed. 

 

 Council Member Willauer, spoke to the purpose of the resolution and 

made comments. Council Member Johnson made comments and requested to be added as 

co-sponsor. 

 

 President Congo requested the Clerk to call for the roll.  

 

 The above-referenced Resolution was voted on by the following Yea and 

Nay Roll Call Vote: Yeas, Council Members Owens, Darby, Oliver, Willauer, McCoy, 

Johnson, Field, Bracy, Hackett, Spadola and President Congo. Total, eleven. Absent, 

Council Members Harlee and Cabrera. Total, two.   

  

 President Congo declared the Resolution adopted. 

 

Council Member Willauer stated that she will be holing Agenda #0234 

this evening.  

 

Council Member Field presented Resolution No. 26-042 (Agenda #0235) 

entitled: 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GRANT FUNDS TO DELAWARE  

CENTER FOR HORTICULTURE 

 

Synopsis: This Resolution is being presented by the City Council for Council’s 

review and approval. This Resolution approves grant funding from Council Member 

Nathan Field's Community Support/Discretionary Funds totaling $2,500 for the 

Delaware Center for Horticulture. 

 

 Upon a motion of Council Member Field, seconded by Council Member 

Owens, the Resolution was before the Council for its consideration. Motion prevailed. 
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Council Member Field, spoke to the purpose of the resolution and made 

comments. Council Member Oliver made comments and requested to be added as co-

sponsor. 

President Congo requested the Clerk to call for the roll. 

The above-referenced Resolution was voted on by the following Yea and 

Nay Roll Call Vote: Yeas, Council Members Owens, Darby, Oliver, Willauer, McCoy, 

Johnson, Field, Bracy, Hackett, Spadola and President Congo. Total, eleven. Absent, 

Council Members Harlee and Cabrera. Total, two.   

President Congo declared the Resolution adopted. 

Council Member Hackett presented and called for the first and second 

reading, Ordinance No. 26-035 (Agenda #0236) entitled: 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 8 OF THE CITY CODE TO 

CREATE A SECURITY DEPOSIT AND FIRST MONTH’S RENTAL  

ASSISTANCE PILOT PROGRAM 

The above-referenced Ordinance was given two separate readings by title 

only and upon a motion of Council Member Hackett, second by Council Member 

McCoy, the Ordinance was received, recorded and referred to the Community 

Development & Urban Planning Committee. Motion prevailed. 

PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

Council Members and Council President spoke on the following 

information including but not limited to community meetings and events; Community 

Clean up success; Job Fair; First-Time Home Buyer Workshop; MSK – May Day Event; 

Wilmington Flower Market;  the community encouraged to contact Council Office with 

any questions and/or concerns.  

ADJOURNMENT 

Upon a motion of Council Member Owens, seconded by Council Member 

McCoy. Council adjourned at 7:55 p.m.  Motion prevailed. 

Note:  More detailed information is reflected in the videotape of the May 7, 2026 City 

Council meeting at the following link: https://www.witn22.org/programs/#/?video=4894.  

Attest: ______________________________ 

Akira Grenardo, City Clerk 

https://www.witn22.org/programs/#/?video=4894



