
Fixing A Broken System
Why Redistricting?



Objectives

By the end of today’s presentation, participants will understand:

● Historical Context and the challenges facing Wilmington’s education system
● Why redistricting is an important step in fixing the fragmentation
● The current status of redistricting efforts and next steps
● The ASK for groups supporting Wilmington students



Historical Backdrop (2-3 slides)
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How are the City students doing 
compared to their district peers?



Data: Christina School District



Data: Red Clay School District



Data: Brandywine School District

















What Happened to the Wilmington City 
School District Option?



What else is being considered?

For over 70 years, the city of Wilmington has been at the center of efforts to create 
a more equitable educational system. A recurring theme throughout this history 
has been the reliance on structural changes. 

Redding recognizes that simply changing district boundaries is not enough and is 
seeking additional state funding to expand wraparound services that address the 
social drivers of health and education – the factors outside of schools that impact 
students’ health and educational opportunity.



Social Drivers

American Institute for Research (AIR) identified four social drivers that have the 
biggest impact on students’ health and educational opportunities

● Public Safety
● Transportation
● Housing
● Mental Health

It’s important to note  - these social drivers are not fixed and can be addressed 
through policies and programs.



Public Safety

Students are avoiding school options, parks, public transportation, and community 
centers due to concerns about their safety. Parents and students described 
regular encounters with gun violence, fighting, and public drug use, leaving many 
families to choose isolation at home versus engagement with school and 
community.



Transportation

Students, parents, and after-school providers described complex barriers to 
transportation that limit students’ options. Some barriers were structural, such as 
misaligned scheduling and no busing for school choice. Others were rooted in 
safety concerns as students and parents described navigating community violence 
and dangerous roadways.



Housing

A growing number of lower-income families are unable to grow roots in their 
schools and community due to housing insecurity. Rising housing costs are forcing 
parents to choose between working extra jobs and being less present or moving to 
cheaper housing and interrupting their child’s academics and relationship with 
peers and teachers.



Mental Health

Students, parents, school personnel, and community providers all highlighted 
mental health as a fast-growing challenge for many students and 
parents—especially those dealing with housing instability and community violence. 
Mental health service availability is mixed, and uptake is limited due to social 
stigmas, cost, and lack of awareness of options.



What’s Next?



Our Ask

Keep an Open Mind!

- Change is scary but it is necessary
- Remain open to all perspectives and engage in healthy dialogue

Please Engage!

- Continue to come to Redding Meetings and engage in the process.  
- The process is not over and your involvement makes a difference

Share Correct Information!

- Please counter mis-information with correct information.  If you are unsure, ask :-)
- Please share the one-pager and point questions to a member of Redding or Dr. O 



Questions and Comments


