Wilndngton, Deluware
Louis L. Redding
City/County Buikling
Junuary 31, 2019

City Council met in special session on the above date at 6:30 p.m.,
President Hanifa Shabazz presiding.
The opening prayer was done by Maribel Seijo, City Clerk.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by City Council.

ROLL CALL
The following members responded to the Call of the Roll: Council
Members Congo, Oliver, Harlee, Turner, McCoy*, Williams, Freel, Adams and Guy, and
Council President Shabazz. Total, ten. Absent with leave, Council Members Dixon and
Walsh. Total, two.

MINUTES
After reading a portion of the minutes of January 24,2019, upon a motion
of Council Member Congo, seconded by Council Member Williams, it was moved they
be accepted as written. Motion prevailed.
PORT OF
The City Clerk read the following committee report:
Committce of thc Whole

Present

Absent

Absent w/out

witlr

L,cave

Leave

Dr. Hanifa Shabazz, Plesident
Errrest

"'l'rippi" Congo, II

X
X

Zanthia Oliver

X

Michelle Harlee

X

Va'Shun "Vash" Turner

X
X

Yolanda McCoy
Robert A. Willianrs
Charles M. Freel

X
X

Ciro E. Adarns

X

Rysheerna J, Dixon

Samuel L. Guy
Loretta Walsh

X
X

President and Members of Council
The City of Wilmington

of

January 30,2019

Ladies and Gentlemen
We, your Committee of the Whole, to who was refened Substitute No.
to Ordinance No" 19-001 entitled:

1

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 2 OF THE CITY CODE
REGARDING PROCEDURES TO FILL CITY COL]NCIL VACANCIES
Have given this Ordinance careful study and recommend Council vote on

it accordingly
Respectfully submitted,
/s/Charles M. Freel
/s/Ciro Adams
/s/Samuel L. Guy
lslHanifaShabazz

/s/Ernest Congo, II
lslZanthia Oliver
/s/Michelle Harlee
/s/Va'Shun Turner
/s/Robert A. Williams

TREASURER'S REPORT
The following Treasurer's Repofi as of January 24,2019, was read into
the record by City Clerk and upon a motion of Council Member Congo, seconded by
Council Members Freel and Williams, the Report was received, recorded and filed.
Motion prevailed.

Note: The Treasurer's Report is included herein as on insertfrom Page 3 to Page
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BUSINESS

NON-LEG

Upon a motion of Council Member Congo, seconded by Council Members
Freel and Williams, to accept non-legislative business. Motion prevailed.
President Shabazz noted that there was no non-legislative business this
everung.

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS
President Shabazz: Any legislation this evening Councilman Congo?

Council Member Congo: No Madam President, thank you.
President Shabazz: Council Member Oliver.

Council Member Oliver: Nothing tonight Madam President.
President Shabazz: Council Member Harlee.

Council Member Harlee: Yes, Madam President, I have an Ordinance to
present and call for the third and final reading.
Council Member Harlee presented and called for the third and final
reading Ordinance No. 19-001 (Agenda #4614) entitled:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 2 OF THE
CITY CODE REGARDING PROCEDURES TO FILL
CITY COUNCIL VACANCIES
Council Member Harlee: Madam President, I have a Substitute to present
in lieu of that ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 2 OF THE
CITY CODE REGARDING PROCEDURES TO FILT,
CITY COLINCIL VACANCIES
Upon a motion of Council Member Harlee, seconded by Council Member
Freel, the Substitute Ordinance was before the Council for consideration. Motion
prevailed.
Council Member Harlee: Yes, Madam President. I would like to first of
all, make a motion for a floor amendment. On page 2, under number 1C, I would like to
strike out "an Executive Session," for language that now reads "interview each qualada,
qualified candidate." fJm, yesterday, during the Committee of . . .
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President Shabazz: We need a second, acceptance of your amendment

Council Member Harlee: Yes
Council Member Oliver: Second
President Shabazz: It's been moved and second that we accept the
amendment as presented. Was you finish with the amendment, quoting the amendment?
Or did you have more?

Council Member Harlee: Yes. I finished quoting the amendment; I was
just going to speak about it.
President Shabazz: Okay, so now, let me get the acceptance of the
amendment. All those in favor of acceptance of the floor amendment say aye. (Ayes) Are
there opposed?

Council Member Freel: No.
President Shabazz: Okay. You may continue

Council Member Harlee: Uh, yes. As I was stating, um, yesterday during
the Committee of the Whole, Pro T'emp Congo had asked about the public being able to
be a parl of the session during the interview for the candidates, so I, I wanted to
incorporate that into this amendment, and I also wanted to make sure that it's inclusive,
to make sure that it can move forward.
President Shabazz: So, we've already moved the, did we already move
the
amendment?

Maribel Seijo (City Clerk): Mhm.
President Shabazz: Okay. So now we're back to the Ordinance as
amended.

Maribel Seijo (City Clerk): Mhm.
Council Member Harlee: OkaY.
President Shabazz: On the question?

Council Member Harlee: Yes, so, again, on yesterday, during the
Committee of the Whole . . .
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President Shabazz: I know we talked about the amendment, but you
wanna talk about the Ordinance as amended? Do you have any other comments before I
open it up to the floor?

Council Member Harlee: Umm, well, yes, I would like to also say that the
Substitute Oldinance amends Section 2-34 of the City Code, which sets forlh procedures
to fill City Council vacancy, that allowing all members of Council to be a part of the
committee that recommends to Council an individual to fill the Council vacancy. As we
all know, that current legisla-, legislation (ahem, excuse me) needs a five-member
committee. Um, the Ordinance is intended to change the procedures by which Council
appoints a person to fill a vacancy with a legislative body. In an effort to clarify
procedures and make the process more inclusive of all of my City Council colleagues,
this Ordinance also lays out the various stages of the process for filling a Council
vacancy with the intent of clarifying this process as well as ensuring it flows smoothly
and each candidate receives equal treatment in consideration with steps to ensure
confidentiality. The same questions being asked of each candidate in the clear, codified
process for express and interest and being considered to fill a vaaancy on City Council. I
just wanna say for the record thal,again, the intent of this legislation is to be inclusive of
all of my Council members and for us to get this seat filled as soon as possible, and I'm
looking forward to my Council colleagues who have expressed that they want to get this
done as soon as possible so we can move on with the business of the City, well, tonight is
the time for us to do that. Thank you.
President Shabaz'z: Would you please recognize Council Member McCoy
being present, please?

Maribel Seijo (City Clerk): So, noted.

*Note: At this time, Council Member McCoy was marked present and reflected in the
minutes herein (Roll Call).
President Shabazz.: Council Member Williams.

Council Member Williams: Thank you, Madam President, and I
appreciate Councilwoman Harlee making that friendly arnendment. But I just wanna
make sure that there is a portion whereby there will be public comment from the residents
of that district. We even had it on our, our agenda last night, but it was an opportunity for
public comment; and we blew right through it. We didn't give the people a chance to
speak. And I go back, to the spirit of a legislation which was enacted in 2006, and it says,
specifically, that this would be an open process per President Blunt at the time, and Mr.
Potter said okay, I needed to know that, 'cause it was imporlant at that time when this
thing was enacted. You know, we're. we're using everything but superglue to, to get this
legislation moving. I mean, I had prepared an amendment to, to strike the whole thing,
and I'm still waiting, I still get a second chance to speak, I'm still waiting to see whether
I wanna go through that, so I wanna hear what my Council colleagues have to say, but I
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have a,I'm prepared to ask to just strike the whole thing now, so we can staft over
That's all I have for right now.
President Shabazz: Councilman Congo

Council Member Congo: Yes, thank you Madam President. Are we able
you
give us and give the public, a timeline, an, an expected timeline of what
give,
can
to
takes place, if this passes the steps that,lhat takes place after this?
President Shabazz: Well, it would, it would, I couldn't give you one
tonight, because there's so many factors that we would have to, to check to make sure the
time fits conveniently with everyone . . .

Council Member Congo: Mhm.
President Shabazz:. . . so I, I, our goal is to get it done as quickly as
possible, as hopeful within the next - - I would give them a week to two weeks, but
there's so many people they need to contact if there was going to be, arranged that to give
a time, to give you a time line right off the top of my head right now, I, I, I could not do
that, that would be giving injustice to, mislead the people but knowing that we would
move this as quickly as possible, um, as I stated last night.

Council Member Congo: Just a follow up? Are we accepting new
applicants or only those from the pool that we aheady have?
President Shabazz: We would continue with the applicants that are
currently, have applied.

Council Member Congo: Okay. Just a, another follow-up. I know you
can't get specific, specifics, but what, what's your, we're gonna have a meeting, we're
gonna, once, once you reach out to the applicants and they all agree on a time they can be
here, then you'Il call another public meeting and then ask, ot we'll have input and then
after that, what happens? We recommend a person and in that following Council meeting,
we vote, vote that person in or out, how's that, how, what's that?
President Shabazz: The specifics of the process has not been completely
finalized. We have to get past the pass of the Ordinance. And, then we know what the
steps, things that need to be done and I can't answer, give you anything finite until I, we
know exactly what process we're following.

Council Member Congo: Okay, thank you.
President Shabazz: Mhm. Councilman Adams.
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council Member Adams: Yes ma'am, thank you. we seem to have a lot
of difficulty with this Ordinance and as Councilman Williams mentioned the old
procedure went all the way back to 2006 and did allow for public input on, so I realize
we're passing this legislation this evening in order to make sure that our inability to
follow the procedures before that we can make a change, I strongly suggest and would
like to move that we add aprovision, a sunset provision into this Ordinance that it expires
as of December 3 I , 2020 , so that once this Council is no longer in session that the
following Council can go back to the old way of doing things and handle things
accordingly like they had for many years. So, I'd like to make a motion to amend the
Ordinance that's on the floor, I guess the amended Substitute Ordinance, that we put a
sunset provision in there that that Ordinance would expire December 31,2020,I say to
those of my colleagues who are going to vote no on this, if the Ordinance does pass, at
least we'd have a provision in there that it is done away with at the end of this Council
session, so, I cedainly would appreciate a second on this and have a vote on it. Thank
you.

Council Membel Freel: I'11 second the motion of his comments.
President Shabazz: It's been, an amendment has been made and it's been
seconded, all those in favor signify by saying aye (aye). All those opposed (no). Could
we do a hand, could we do a hand count, please? All those in favor, signify by saying
aye.

Council Member Turner: Voice vote?
President Shabazz: Hand count please'

Council Member Oliver: This is for it?
Presicient Shabazz: These are ayes, for the peopie, those in supporl of it.

Council Member Guy: Point of order, point of order.
President Shabazz: One second. Youl point, sir'

Council Member Guy: Um, yes. There was a motion that was seconded
and you never said on the question so that we can debate the motion to amend.
President Shabazz: You mean his amendment?

Council Member Guy: Yes. He made a motion to amend, he seconded it,

thenyou...
President Shabazz: On the question.
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Council Member Guy: . . . (inaudible) - - the motion and we get to argue
the vote.
President Shabazz: Your, your, your point, your point is well taken, sir.
On the question on the amendment proposed by Councilman Adams, before we take the
vote. Yes, Councilman Guy.

Council Member Guy: Yes, as I view it, the spirit of all of this, the
Chafter, gave Wilmington City Council, that's thirteen people, the authority to filIthe
vacancies under the existing set of circumstances. The Wilmington City Charter also
gave this body of Council, back when we had thirteen to create the Rules of Council, and
in2006, a group of Council people and the mayor decided that they wanted to handcuff
themselves and they passed this Ordinance. So, one question is, given that we're entitled
to make rules for this Council, is whether or not that Ordinance is even biding on us,
That's one court question that has never actually been addressed. And, Councilman
Williams made a comment about the whole thing needs to be erased and so to some
degree Councilman Adams' motion is like getting halfway to a wreck, erasing, it's not
erasing it now, but it's gonna erase it later, but I'ma still go back to the fundamental
principle that my dad taught me and that is you don't let people change the rules of a
game in the middle of a game, especially when you're fighting for adherence to a process
and folks have been doing whatever they wanna do and that hasn't worked, and now they
wanna change the rules to get a chance to do whatever they wanna do again. So, I, I
understand the spirit of your amendment, but it goes halfivay there. Nobody should ever
interfere with us being able to address this by rule. That's my comments, Madam Chair.
President Shabazz: Councilman Congo, on the question.

Council Member Congo: Yes, thank you Madam Chair. I guess I'm
trying, I'm struggling with, maybe somebody can help me, trying to understand the
reason fbr the sunset provision? Because if, if the next, the next Council decides to do
away with it, can't they just do it themselves? Can't they just deal with it when they come
into session? So, there's no need for a sunset provision? I just don't understand it, totally.
President Shabazz: Okay. Well that's the, the, uh Councilman who
plesented his reason in amendment explained it, I can't speak on his, on his um, repoft.

Council Member Congo: Yes, maybe if he can clarify that for me, if,
that's, that's reasonable, . . .

if

President Shabazz: Councilman.

Council Member Congo: . . . 'cause I don't see the, the need for it.
Council Member Adams: Yes, thank you, Madam President, like
Councilman Guy said, we're trying to amend the current procedure so that this Council
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will, at least, get to an end point in the process. So, what I'm saying is, is, that, yes, okay,
we'll use this process but, this process is just for this session of Council and at the end of
it, ah the new Council can decide how they wanna manage themselves and govern their
own rules. I don't think that this provision should carry on over to define another session
of Council and dictate to them what should be done or what shouldn't be done. Let them
pick and choose for themselves. And, so, in essence, ah, Councilman Guy is right in
trying to find us this halfway point between erasing the thing entirely and having the
thing set in stone where nobody changes it, so, yes, it's a compromise which never
implies optimize but we're trying to get something here through, ah, Council and I
thought that adding that provision would make it much more acceptable to everybody
here on the floor. Thank you.

President Shabazz: Councilman Williams, on the question.

Council Member Williams: Disregard, ma'am. Thank you.
President Shabazz: Councilwoman Harlee, on the question'

Council Member Harlee: Yes, thank you Council President. So, if our
intent and motive, is to get the seat filled, how is a sunset provision um addressing that
situation? That's what I would like to ask my Councilmafl, ffiy Council colleague.
President Shabazz: I, I, I, I, well I, I think he just gave his reason for it,

but
Council Member Harlee: Well, let me clarify the question, the question is,
will the seat get filled between now and2020?
President Shabazz: Well I, I think the only thing that he had stated was
the process still wouici go, still be enacted, it just, that wouid not be the
process after 2020. That's, I think, if I am interpret the conversation, his, his statement.

just that,

if

Council Member Harlee: I just wanted clarification. Yes.
President Shabazz: (inaudible) - - clarification...your hand up
sir?

Council Member Turner: We, we on the motion or we on the question?
President Shabazz: We're on the ques-, still on the question'

Council Member Turner: On the motion, though?
President Shabazz: On his amendment, we're still on the question of...
Councilman Guy.
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Council Member Guy: Yes, Madam Chair' You know, we've had a
serious number of meetings and it's, it's so funny to me, it's absurd. The Charter says
Council fills the seat. So, nobody can do anything inconsistent with the Charler. And this
is one of them moments where a legislative body has to rcalize like, when do we have
authority to make decisions? And, when do we let people usurp our authority? Now, in
2006, somebody usurped our authority rn2019, by agreeing with a mayor to put a law in
place. It's none of the mayor's business to get to veto it or not veto it. In fact, nobody in
h... .u..t knows if we pass any law whether the veto, the mayor's gonna be okay with it,
because he has say through the five people. So, he may wanna keep say through the five
people, can't nobody make no comments about anything about this. But what we do
know is, if somebody ever said to us did we comply with the Charter, if we all vote on
somebody and we have seven people to put a person in place, whoever in the world ever
asks us, we did just say yes, we complied with the Charter because thirteen of us, or
twelve of us, in a majority of seven picked somebody. But if, there was some kind of
person who wanted to throw some mess in the game and tried to accuse us of not
complying with the Code, whether we think the Code is stupid or we think it makes
sense, we've actually complied with the Code. So, at some point in time, we can't
continue to hide behind like the biggest lie that continuously gets told. And that is saying,
we haven't complied with the Code. There's a video tape of it on the internet. The
committee recommended what they wanted to do, and we played fair. We didn't know
that they was gonna play dirty; we played fair and we accepted their recommendation and
folks debated it and voted on it. So, we did everything that that Code provision required,
but at the end of the day, it's our duty as the thifteen, now twelve, to comply with the
Charter. We're screwing over the people in the ltt District because we could've voted
tonight on I,2,3, 4 different people.
President Shabazz: Thirfy seconds, Councilman Guy.

Council Member Guy: But no, we playing all these footsie games because
there's hidden hancis interfering with our business. Everybody on this floor knows that
we're authorized to vote by Resolution. We just got folks acting like we can't, and we got
people outside of Council interfering with us to meeting our duty to the people. So, . . .
President Shabazz: Time.

Council Member Guy: . . . all this stuff about . . .
President Shabazz: Time Councilman Guy. Thank you.

Council Member Guy: Where's the Resolution? Thank you, Madam
President.

President Shabazz: Any other questions on the question? Councilman
Adams.
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Council Member Adams: Yes ma'am, thank you. Again, the former ah,
Code, since 2006, I think was used four times successfully to fill vacant seats and now I,
we as a session, seemed to get stuck on that issue come 2018, so, since we had four
successes and one failure, now we feel like we gotta change the program, and all I'm
saying is let's just change the program for ourselves; whoever comes after us can go back
to the old way of success and fulfill that seat or make any other rule or Ordinance that
they want at that time. So, this is, as you can see, Council Lady Harlee is making this
Ordinance specifically for this session so that we can get to an end point, and all I'm
saying is, is hey, when we get to an end point, let's finish this and let it expire with our
own session. Thank you very much.
President Shabazz: Any other questions on the question? Then I ask that
we vote on the proposed amendment to add a sunset statement into the Ordinance,
Substitute Ordinance, as proposed by Councilman Harlee. All those in favor will signify

by,..
Maribel Seijo (City Clerk): By Adams.
President Shabazz: I mean, excuse me, the amend, the Ordinance was
proposed by Harlee, but the amendment's proposed by Adams to add a subset statement
in the Ordinance. All those in favor, signify by a hand, your hand raised please, all those
in favor. All those opposed?

Council Member Turner: Aye
President Shabazz: The amendment was, the amendment was defeated.
For the, for the sunset. So, now we're back to the Ordinance as presented by Council
Member Harlee. Councilman McCoy did you have comment you wanted to make on the
Ordinance as proposed by Harlee?

Council Member McCoy: Yes, thank you Madam President' I, I do
apologize for being tardy, so this question may have been asked, I just wanted to make
sure that I have clarity as well. Because we received conflicting information, um, I
wanted to be certain that the Ordinance that will be passed, that may be passed this
evening, if it is passed, we will be using it to fill the vacancy at this time. That we will
not do any tomfoolery and do something else with the Special Committee. We will be
using this Ordinance as a whole Council to choose the, the next person to fill the 1st
District?
President Shabazz: That would be an enacted Ordinance that we would
operate under.

Council Member McCoy: Okay
President Shabazz: Correct, yes ma'am
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Council Member McCoy: Well, I just wanted to state if
that is going to be the case then I will be um supporting this Ordinance.
President Shabazz: Thank you. Councilman Freel.

Council Member Freel: Yes, Madam President, I gotta speak up, after Mr.
Guy's comments about cheating and dirty hands and all that. And we've heard that at so
many meetings and we've heard such self-righteous dignation about the public comment
period and all that, and I wanna go back a couple months to how this whole thing started.
We found out in November that we had a vacant seat after the election. At that time, we
followed what was in the Code as far as filling that seat, which set up a Special
Committee by the President to take applications, interview folks and make a selection.
That was done. We selected an individual as a Special Committee, it was announced to
the public, it was announced to Councilmembers. It was put on the agenda for December
6th, so there would be public comment that night. The night before, the night before that
meeting, an email went out to all Councilmembers from a Council member, basically
debate, debating that Resolution and asking to submit another Resolution in its place with
another name.

I

hear all the time about open government, transparency, public
notice; in my opinion, that whole electronic meeting was illegal. But it happened. We had
the meeting the next night, Council was able to vote, they voted that person down. We
accept that. The next thing could've happened was to bring the Committee back and pick
another person. Nobody wanted to do that. The community kept talking about a special
election. Councilmembers don't wanna do that. Now let's be honest here. The reason the
original candidate was rejected, because I had Councilmembers on this floor talking
about how he was a good dude, he's a good guy, he's done a lot in the community. The
reason he was rejected, probably one of the reasons was because I supporled his
candidacy. I mean we know, we know what's been said out there, the personal attacks on
myself that have been going on out there, so maybe that's why some Councilmembers
rejected this individual; I don't know. But they rejected him, he got voted down. We've
had a Councilmember come forward and say enough is enough, let's try to get the
situation settled so the lst District can have representation. She has an Ordinance here
tonight, which Councilmembers still feel isn't perfect, and maybe it's not, but I think if
we pass it tonight, and we set a goal of trying to have a name before us by the second
meeting in February, I think we can accomplish that. And if not, if it doesn't pass, then I
propose the Committee come back together, the Special Committee come back together,
and propose another candidate for the l st District. Thank you.

Now,

President Shabazz: Councilwoman Oliver

Council Member Oliver: Thank you Madam President. I just wanted to
echo a little bit off of Councilman Bud. I was in that Committee, there was no dirtiness
going on in that committee, and I just wanna skip pass everything you said, but just to go
back to if the Committee did some illegal, I would say some of the Council, one of our
Councilmembers did something illegal by putting in a name, other individual from the 1st
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District, which is excluding all the other individuals who did interview. So, if, if we've
hand-picked the person, that you done hand-pick the person, I don't get it. So, if we did
something illegal, Councilmember has done something illegal. I think what Council
Member Bud said, Councilwoman Harlee's came up with something I think is a good
idea, let's just move on. If everybody wants the seat filled in the lst District, this is a
good way to get the seat filled, and let's just stop all the rhetoric. That's my, that's all I
have to say.
President Shabazz: Councilwoman McCoy

Council Member McCoy: Thank you. Actually, I just wanted to piggyback off of that which you stated. I'm so glad that my Council colleague was able to put
this through, but when I had actually asked the question, I was made aware that we could
not do it retroactively. That was the reason why it didn't go out as fast as it should have.
That was the whole reason for the, having the special meeting and everything else, and
so, because of the factthat it was that conflicting information, that's kind of why we're
still here doing this in 2019. That was the reason why I went ahead and asked to make
certain that there was clarity that we would be able to use this Ordinance now to fill that
seat, because when I asked can we do sornething about the procedure back in2018 so that
we could do some-, you know, fill that seat, I was told that whatever we put together
would not be used, could not be used retroactively to fill that seat. And that was exactly
the reason why I just asked the question that I have. I'm like we, we definitely want to
make cerlain that our lst District, lst District has its uh, representative, and I, I'm not
gonna say anything about special committee or anything like that; it was more so, um,
and my reason was a little different, Bud is my colleague, I do not, you know, I don't get
into those types of things, but it was my personal reasons was more so about not looking
as though all we do is pass favors back and forth between each other, it was the reason
why I felt as though the selected person was not the best person to choose. So that, I'm
sorry, that, that was basically all that I had to say.
President Shabazz: Thank you Councilwoman McCoy. Councilman

Williams.
Council Member Williams: Thank you Madam President. I wanna echo
Councilwoman Yolanda McCoy's sentiments in that we need to have clear and concise
and specific language from the Law Department saying that what we're about to vote on
will be the governing Ordinance that will allow us to go forward because if they could
see a Code prior to this Ordinance being voted on. And, you know, I'm, I'm gonna back
to the open porlion of what this thing is supposed to be about and, and I'm looking right
here, at the 2006 Ordinance, talking about openness, talking about inclusiveness, and the
roll call vote, it was Potter, Griffiths, Dayton, Shabazz,Ignudo, Kelley, Freel, Blunt and
Gregory that voted in favor. So, we have two Councilmembers sitting with us who were
part of this debate, and, I'm, I'm just dying to hear something from you to tell us what the
spirit of this Ordinance was, for it to, to remain in effect. And I'm, it's, it's coming down
to, to the debate that occurred around this Ordinance, whether we should scrap it and just
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it based on
the feelings of this committee, this, this, this Council, and, and, and bring it back to life.
Because il if we're just, like I say, rubber bands, duct tape, bubblegum trying to get this
thing down the road, for what? I need to know that this, what we're contemplating this
use the Charter and make a selection and be done with this and then resurrect

evening is the law that

will allow

us to go forward.

President Shabazz: Council, Council . .

.

Council Member Freel: I believe I'm one of the people he's, he's looking
at.

President Shabazz: Say it again.

Council Member Freel: It's my response, I believe I'm one of the two
he's

Council Member Williams: I'd appreciate it
President Shabazz: Please respond Councilman Freel.

Council Member Freel: Prior to that date, it was pretty much just left up
to the President on who could be a candidate for a vacancy. They normally did pick a
subcommittee of Councilmembers and at one time, I think it was maybe only three
members that were on the committee. So, President Blunt decided he wanted to codify
some sofi of process so that it would stand as we moved forward because we do have a
vacancy every, maybe every four, six, eight years and they thought that this was a process
that would work, and that's why they moved forward with it. Now, I've gotta be honest
with you, I never recall the public being involved in the actual interviews. We took public
comment, either written comment, comment at Council membets, but the reason the
public really wasn't involved in the interviews was 'cause it wouldn't be fair to those
folks that interview early in the process, because we always use the same set of questions.
So, it wouldn't be far to those folks when folks coming later in the process, and by that
point learn what all the questions were, prepare answers and things like that. So, the
interviews were use, normally done in Executive Session, that's always the way it's been.
Now, I know we changed it to nine, that's fine. But that's, that's what happened. It was
pretty loosey-goosey up to that point, President Blunt wanted to codify it, and that's, and
that's the process we came up with.
President Shabazz: (inaudible)

Council Member Freel: Yeah, and that was a great process, you know,
obviously, this Council feels that it's not. I understand that, they wanna change it, and
that's fine. Let's just do it the right way. I'm not sure I understand this whole retroactive
thing. The vacancy still exists. I mean the vacancy still sits there, so, we're just not
coming up with a method to fill it. I don't know if that helps or not, but . . .
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President Shabazz: I'm too confused about the retroactive. I've never
heard anything about a question about retroactive, so. That, that was never brought to my
attention. So, I'm confused about that, as well, Councilwoman McCoy.

Council Member Williams: Ii if I could follow for clarity just, just
quickly one question, surrounding what, what they were speaking of and, and based on
my readings here is that, I don't think they were gonna sit in on the interview process but
there was going to be a public forum where folks can come in and talk about the
candidate and, and allow for the Councilmembers to hear that, is, is what I read into the,
into the spirit of the Ordinance.
President Shabazz: And I'm one of those Councilmembers at that time,
and I don't ever recall, several different vacancy um, um, seats to be filled in that type of
process took place where the public weighed in on the, on the candidate. I'm speaking
about my history. Councilman GuY.

Council Member Guy: Yes. We keep talking about having to go through
all of these changes, but we already went through them. We had all, we had the meeting
with the ad hoc, they made a recommendation, it was defeated. We could put a check
next that. We did it. We have a Charter that says it's still our duty to fill the seat. We
don't get to duck and hide behind whether an Ordinances passes or doesn't pass' The
Charter made it our responsibility. If the Charter wanted us to pass or pick somebody in
accordance by a law passed by Council and approved by the Mayor, that's what our
Charter would say. It's not what it says. They told us to make a decision, 'cause they
trusted us to handle the legislative body's business without interference from the
executive side. But what did people do in 2006? They brought the executive side in it. If
I'm the Mayor, of course I want the president to be able to have four people sitting at
table, because now you got this little country club of people that can operate in secrecy
and do whatever they wanna do.
That's what the people in power aiways make these agreements amongst
themselves, and then they get other people to go along with it, thinking that it's
something that's legit. Every problem that we have can happen again with this law. Why?
Our problem in this has been, #1, we've had legislation that has not been put on the
agenda, related to these topics. Why? Because the Chair has decided she's not putting it
on the agenda. There's no authority in the Code or the Charter to do that. In fact, it's to
the contrary. Our rule, Rule 2, says the agenda shall list all legislative and non-legislative
matters proposed by their sponsors for consideration at the meeting. So, we gotta read
what our rules says. So, how is one person refusing to put the Resolution that I
sponsored, along with three other members of Council. Councilman Turner,
Councilwoman Dixon and Councilman Congo subrnitted it for multiple meetings. So,
what would make you think that we're gonna, by changing to some other process that
what has been totally violative of rights of members of Council, isn't gonna continue on?
And if folhs wanna pick somebody's name, the Council President is still gonna say I'm
not putting that Resolution on the agenda if they want to. 'Cause that's what they just did.
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So, if you're trying to filI the seat, we already complied with the Code, there's a
Resolution that's supposed to be on the agenda tonight, and the last several meetings. Six
people were on this Council floor and said that they supporl Council, Subira Ibrahim, six
people. I had the video clip. Six people, including me'
President Shabazz: Thirty seconds.

Counoil Member Guy: Councilwoman Harlee said yesterday she supports
Subira Ibrahim. So, while we playing all these games when seven people call a special
meeting. So, if there were seven people who wanted to vote yes, this mess could've been
over weeks ago. But, the Law Department and other people . ' .
President Shabazz: Time's up, Councilman.

Council Member Guy: . . . interfered. Thank you.
President Shabazz: Councilwoman Oliver. Did you have something?

Council Member Oliver:

I'll come

back.

Council Member Freel: Can I make a point of order?
Council Member Oliver: Yeah.
Council Member Freel: Can we keep the discussion to the one agenda
have?
we
item that
Council Member Oliver: That's what I'm talking about.
Presicient Shabazz: Your point of weii taken sir. So, everyone's
Comments please continue to address the Ordinance that we're, that we are speaking to
this evening. Councilman Congo.

Council Member Congo: Yes, first I want to address statements from
Councilman Freel and Councilwoman Oliver, saying that someone on Council did
something illegal. So, just to clear the air, they're talking about me, and if, if I can't, if I, I
was an alternate on the committee, so, if I can't give my opinion of who I think should
be the nominee, and especially when I know that the, the current nominee wasn't going to
be, wasn't going to be supported and wasn't gonna be voted in, then do what you have to
do legally. I did nothing illegal. I did it in the spirit of, of filling that seat immediately so
we, so we still wouldn't be here two months later. So, if they wanna say I did something
illegal by suggesting that we submit a name that might get passed when we already had a
name that we knew wasn't gonna get passed, and we embarrass that young man publicly,
and we could've embarrassed him, but I was the one who reached out and said don't
come. You might not wanna come because you're not gonna pass and nobody in that
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I'll

live with that, and I'11 do it again.
But my, my spirit was to move it along so that seat could've been filled back in
December. And here we are, two months later, still playing with it. So, let the, let the
chips fall where they may, but, I wanted to clear the air 'cause they were talking about
me and, and I take full responsibility for what I did because I did it with a good spirit and
with that 1st District and this Council and the whole city in, in, in mind. Thank you.
committee reached ouq and I did something illegal.

Council Member Oliver: Madam President.
President Shabazz: And if I can say, I think the issue was
intention - (inaudible)..., it's the following of the Code, the law and the
or
not the spirit
process. We can do what needs to be done, but we have to do it in line with the Code, the,
the Charter, the Code and the Council Rules which we took an oath for, and all we're
trying to do is to do it as we are, as legislators, are responsible for doing ' . .

Council Member Congo: And just like a committee recommended
somebody
President Shabazz:

..

.wait

Council Member Congo: I would be part of that committee and I
recommended somebody, so, they can't say I did sornething illegal. That's not even fair. I
was there, and I heard every interview.
President Shabazz: It was the process,thal, how it was done. It was the
it was done, which was questioning. Even when you came to me with the
conversation, I said, how do I do that? How do I do that outside of the process? And if we
did, could go back into the, the process, it had to fill it out, we had to proceed with the
process of it, of. of what, of um, um doing what we were charged to do. And, . . .

process of how

Council Member Congo: I'd like to follow up, I'd like to follow up when
you're finished, please.
President Shabazz: Well, you had your two time, I'm, we're not gonna
debate that point there, we're not gonna debate . . .

Council Member Congo: That was not, nah, that was not three minutes.
President Shabazz: (inaudible)

Council Member Congo: That was not three minutes. I went to you, I
went to the committee and I went to the Mayor, so we wouldn't be here today. All I was
trying to do is fix, fix it . . .
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President Shabazz: And I was, and I shared with you Councilman Congo

Council Member Congo: . . . excuse me, I was talking Madam President.
President Shabazz: Well you cut me off, too, Councilman.

Council Member Congo: No, I didn't. No, I did not.
President Shabazz: Yes, you did.

Council Member Congo: No, I did not.
President Shabazz: I was talking, and you cut me off.

Council Member Turner: He has the floor.
Council Member Congo: I came to you, . . .
President Shabazz: I, L..

Council Member Congo: . . . I came to the Mayor, . '

'

President Shabazz: . . . I, I give the floor.

Council Member Congo: . . . and I came to the committee.
President Shabazz: I give the floor.

Council Member Oiiver: Come on Vash.
President Shabazz: And he stopped talking I responded to him and he cut
me off. Again, if you allow me to do my job, and I can do it the best of my ability, then I,
we can get past this. We're trying to follow a process, we're trying to create a process for
us to follow that's within the law. Our feelings, our emotions, our spirits got nothing to
do with, with the oaths that we took or when we come on this floor. All we're trying to
do is to choose, with her Ordinance, is trying to create a process that we all could live
with. Because per my understanding of the Code, the Charler, the Code and the Rules, it
says for us to, to identify a person and recommend a person and then come before
Council. It didn't say only do it once. It said to do it. So, if we have to come back five,
six, seven, eight times, until we get a vote, a majority vote, that's what we were charged
to do. And so, when we didn't wanna do that, the comments was from other Council
members that they wanted other, other - more inclusive, so we came up with a change of
Rule, for the proposed Ordinance that's here today, to do, that should include
everybody's comments and concerns but no matter what we do, there's still something
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it. If we're so eagef, it's called compromise. We're trying to
compromise. I think we have compromised by changing the Rules in the process to
include a, make it a Committee of the Whole, to have all Councilmembers to have input
of their choosing, but that's still not satisfactory, So, I, my goal today is to come up with
what, if it's such urgency, who was willing to compromise to accept what's on the table
today so that we can make this decision and by the second week of February, if we, if this
goes through, we could have what everyone is asking for, which is a 1st District, a person
to replace the person in the 1st District.

else that doesn't meet

Council Member Oliver: Madam President.
Council Member Congo: Just a follow up, please, Madam President.
President Shabazz: Councilman Congo'

Council Member Congo: Thank you. If that were the spirit, that, when
we, when we voted down Al Mills, everybody on Council floor gave their, their input of
why they didn't. If there, if it were the spirit, we wouldn't have brought his name back
that next week. But, I'ma let that go, I'ma, I'm gonna supporl this because I think that is,
I think it's our duty to fill that seat. But don't try to, don't try to say I did something
illegal. Because that's, that's not where my spirit was. If it was a spirit of the Council to,
to go by what the Council felt, it wouldn't have brought his name back that second week
trying to get it passed two weeks in a row. They would've brought somebody's name
who, who they knew could've passed. But that, that's not what was done. But I'm done. I
don't, I don't wanna argue with you, I don't wanna , ' '
President Shabazz: Thank you

Council Member Congo: . . . I don't wama do that. But I'm not gonna let
them say that I did something illegal. 'Ihat's not fair, and that wasn't my intent. And i
was a part of that committee.
President Shabazz: Okay. Okay' Point, point taken. Thank you'
Councilman Turner.

Council Member Turner: Thank you, Madam President
Andrea Queen (Deputy Clerk): No.
President Shabazz: I'm sorry, Councilwoman Oliver
Andrea Queen (Deputy Clerk): She had her hand up.

Council Member Oliver: I was next.
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Council Member Turner: Who - she called on me. She called on me next.
You called me
President Shabazz: I'm trying to go in otder, just trying to be fair

Council Member Oliver: Go ahead, just go ahead'
Council Member Turner: Is this, is this . . .
President Shabazz: Councilman Turner.

Council Member Turner: Is this my first five minutes?
President Shabazz: Councilman Turner.

Council Member Tulner: Is this my first five minutes?
President Shabazz: Yes, it is.

Council Member Turner: Thank you.
President Shabazz: Quiet in the gallery please.

Council Member Turner: Um, Councilman Harlee, Councilwoman
Harlee, I, I commend you on what you, what your intentions was. I think that a lot of us
still have questions Councilwoman McCoy, I don't know if we got clarity if we vote on
this tonight, would just be retroactive, you know, some of us was told that, that it
wouldn't be retroactive so I'm assuming that every, anything we vote on here amending
or anything like that would be retroactive to the current process, that'd be correct.
Council Member Hallee: That's correct.
Council Member Turner: Okay. Alright. So, what I'ma do is, right, is we
put
gonna
it back. I want to make a motion to amend and strike, strike out in sentence 1,
to go back to the old Ordinance; I'll strike out "Committee of the Whole" and insefi
"special Committee"; also wanna, where we go to Section D of I where it says
"Committee of the Whole", strike "Committee of the Whole", add "Special Committee".
We'll go to #1, #1 says "the Special Committee", says "the Committee of the Whole",
strike out "of the whole" and inserl "special" in front of "committee".
President Shabazz: Can I get clarification of Special Selection Committee
or Special Committee.
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Council Member Turner: So, the special select, what we had in the
original, so we gonna go back to the original other amending, and I'll, and I'll get to what
I'm doing, doing once I get to the end. So, because the process that we, we have currently
is a Special Committee, correct?
President Shabazz: Special Selection Committee

Council Member Turner: Okay, Special Selection Committee. So, what I
want you to do, inseft, strike out this substitute, strike out, in 1, where it says, "of the
whole", in front of "committee", put "Special Selection Committee". Then we're gonna
go to 1D, gonna strike out where it says "Committee of the Whole", insert "Special
Selection Committee" in front of the word "committee", then come down to #3 where it
says strike out "of the whole" and put "special Selection Committee" in front of the word
"committee," and then in #4,Iwant you to inseft, in#4, "If the Special Committee
Resolution fails to approve the accordance with the, with the section of the City Code,
any member of City Council who is not a member of the Special Committee may propose
by resolution his or her recommendation of a person who is qualified in accordance to the
City Charter." So, what this would do to give light, we ought to insert #4, and anybody
on this floor that's outside of the five Special Committee, such as Councilman Congo that
was an alternate, can put a Resolution in tonight. Or anytime at the next meeting we have
the power to do that since this, since this language will be vote on tonight, it would be
retroactive, we ain't got to play a game about no Special Committee, I mean a Committee
of the Whole, let's go with the current process and anyone that was outside of the five
people that was selected can introduce a Resolution, because this right here, you just told
me, that this would be retroactive. So, we gonna go back to the old, the old language and
inserl #4, where anyone outside of the Special Selection Committee can introduce a
Resolution. Can I get a second?
Council Member Guy: Second.
President Shabazz: There's a motion on the floor to make an amendment
as so noted, and I don't know if it's all captured, so noted as by Councilman Turner, and
it's been second that the amendments that he proposed be made.

Council Member Congo: Just a point or order, please. Do we, do we go to
on the question after this or should we have gone to that before this, before the vote?
President Shabazz: We went back, it's in, it's in, it's,
question, after we . . .

Council Member Congo: Before we vote.
Council Member Williams: We're in second.
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it'll

be on the

President shabazz: we're in on the question now, I was just trying to
clarify what the amendment is.

Council Member Congo: Okay
President Shabazz: State what the amend is. He's, he's made several notes
in various sections, he's made various, various, he's made various um amendments
throughout the Ordinance, and it's been seconded, and we're now on the question.
Councilman Congo.
Council Member Congo: Yes, thank you.
President Shabazz: On the question'

Council Member Congo: Thank you. So, so what, what, what was the
intent of the, of the amendment? What, what, what is your vision that could possibly
happen next?
Council Member Turner: The intent? The intent is that if this . . .
President Shabazz: Mr. Turner please wait to be recognized, please sir.

Council Member Turner: I'm sorry' I apologize.
President Shabazz: I'm sorry, what was your question?

Council Member Congo: Yes, I just wanted to get the, the intent and, and
his vision of what, what would happen next if this passes,
President Shabazz: Councilman Turner, please'

Council Member Turner: Thank you Madam President. The intent, the
intent is, is that we go back to the, the original Code that we had where the Special
Selection Committee. We already went through the procest of the process of the Special
Selection Committee's recommendation. We were stuck on #3, so all we did was insert
#4 that states, we inselt #4 that states "If the Special Selection Committee Resolution
fails to be approved in accordance with the section of the City Code, the Special, the
Special Selection Committee brought forlh a candidate. We voted against that candidate.
There is no step, a step, a step 4, so we're adding a step 4 where it says, "any member of
the City Council who was not a member of the Special Committee may propose, by
Resolution, his or her recommendation of a person who is qualified in accordance with
the City Charter to fill the vacancy by the full City Council'"
Council Member Congo: Just a follow up, please.
President Shabazz: Go ahead.
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Council Member Congo: So, as a follow up to that, so, in reality, someone
who's not on that Committee could present a Resolution tomorrow and we could vote on
it at the next meeting.
Council Member Turnel: Correct.
Council Member Williams: Correct.
Council Member Congo: Thank You.
President Shabazz: Councilman, um, I'm want you to be last cause it's
VOUTS

Council Member Harlee: Okay
President Shabazz:. . . okay? Councilwoman McCoy and then
Councilman Freel.

Council Member McCoy: Okay, thank you Madam Chair. So, my quest-,
well, the reason why I was definitely in supporl of Councilwoman Harlee's legislation is
because my issue was inclusion. This still does not deal with inclusion of other Council
people. It'll be a Special Committee and someone else who believes that they know they
have the golden ticket and then they'll place it, and we'll vote on it, and we'11, we can
keep doing that over and over unless we come together and figure out who is the best
person to fill that seat. That's all I have to say'
Council Member Turner: Can I respond?
President Shabazz: Well she - - she was making a statement;
she didn't ask a question.

Council Member McCoy: Yeah, I'm sorry, I just made a statement' I'm
sorry
President Shabazz: Councilman Freel.

Council Member Freel: Yeah, I, this whole retroactivity thing, once again,
the seat is still vacant, that's why we have the opportunity to change the, the language in
the Code. If we, in my opinion, if we amend this the way he wants to amend it, the
Special Committee will have to come back together again and select another candidate.
And then if that candidate is rejected then there can be a motion, then there can be a new
Resolution with a, with a, I guess would be a third candidate. That's the way I understand
his, his Resol-, his amendment. 'Cause this is, this is new Ordinance, I mean, we're,
we're creating new language here.
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President Shabazz: Right. And then, I'm kind of confused, also, if I could
just - - okay, alright, okay, I understand. So, your amendment, your, is taking us all the
way back to where we stafted again, and then makes it so that if the Council doesn't vote
on the recommendation which I thought was putting it back to just the Special Selection
because I thought the issue was that they wanted everybody to be included. So, if you go
back to just a small committee again, you're back to just a few people making a decision
and not allowing all Council members to come up with a, be included in the selection
process, and then giving one candi-, Councilmember the authority to pick who that
person is through a Resolution. That is, that's taking us right back and twisting what we
were doing. I, I, I thought the, the intent is so that everyone could be included in the
interview process and hear the candidates and, and, and weigh in on the selection of that
candidate. This way we're back to a small section of five and then giving one person the
authority to put a, a selection person out there, which completely derails the whole
pt'ocess of everybody being inclusive. If, that's my understanding. That's my
understanding of what I'm hearing. Councilmember I-Iarlee.

Council Member Harlee: Yes, well, I, I just wanna say that I appreciate
everyone's comments as it relates to this legislation, I think it has been good discussion,
but I do not agree with my Councilman Turner's suggestion because this amendment was
designed to give all of Council the autonomy to participate and to be able to recommend
a candidate, so I, I, I'm not in favor of a Special Committee because that's where we're
coming from now. I've, I, I thought that I heard early on that we all wanted to participate,
we didn't want a Special Committee, and that we needed a process. And in addition to
that, this amendment is in line with the Charter. All Councilmembers being able to
participate is in, is in line with the Charter. The only difference with this amendment is
that you have to have a process, you have to figure out how you're gonna get there.
President Shabazz: Right.

Council Member Hariee: The Charter says what. This amendment gives
us a guideline or map how we're gonna get there.
President Shabazz: Correct.

Council Member Harlee: Now we can decide on how we're gonna get
there, but, this is in line with the Charter, so, I feel as though this Ordinance is addressing
the concern and we all have to trust the process and at this time, I would like a vote.
Council Member Guy: Well, there's a motion on the floor.
Council Member Congo: Yeah, we still, yeah.
President Shabazz: We, we have the question of the amendment.

Council Member Harlee: Well, okay, well . . .
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President Shabazz: For the ques-'..

Council Member Harlee: I'm not in support of that, because that's what
this amendment was designed to do.
President Shabazz: So, I'm on the question of the amendment as proposed
by Councilman Turner.

Council Member Harlee: That's correct.
President Shabazz: Right. Councilman Guy. We're still on the question.

Council Member Guy: Yes, we're on the question of his proposed
amendment.

President Shabazz: Correct.

Council Member Guy: Okay. So, no matter what we do, at some point in
time somebody's gonna propose a Resolution. You know why? Because the Charter says
that we fill this vacancy by Resolution approved by seven members of Council.
President Shabazz: By Selection Committee

Council Member Williams: Not the Charler.
Council Member Guy: Nah, that's not what the Charter - the Charter says
that we fiIl the vacancy by majority of Council. That's what the Charter says.
President Shabazz: And then the Code gives us the process of how we do
rt.

Council Member Guy: So, no matter what the Code says, at the end of the
day, somebody has to sponsor a Resolution. And the one thing that we've learned, if we
haven't learned anything else on this City Council, is we sat up here and watched the
system get hijacked . . .
Council Member Oliver: Point of order.
President Shabazz: Point of order.

Council Member Guy: . . . where people could not introduce a Resolution.
President Shabazz: Councilman Guy, point of order.

Council Member Guy: What's the point of order?
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President Shabazz: Because your allegations of, this has nothing to do
with the - your allegations have nothing to do with the discussion of the, of the Ch-,
the Ordinance that we, and the amendment that's on the floor.

Coulcil Member Guy:

Sure,

of

it does because the amendment (inaudible)

about there being a Resolution.
President Shabazz: Well then speak to that and not what you alleged um,

um allegations are.
Council Member Guy: No, mine aren't allegations. Mine ate afact
There's been efforts to . . .
President Shabazz: Councilman, please stick to, stick to, point of order to
you Councilman Guy.

Council Member Guy: No, you'te just trying to keep me . . .
President Shabazz: Councilman Guy . .

.

Council Member Guy: . . . from having my five minutes.
President Shabazz:. . . you are out of order. I am so sick and tired of this

Council Member Guy: (inaudible) you just wanna...me my five
minutes.
President Shabazz:. . . so tired. Please, we're

Council Member Guy: All you had to do (inaudible)...
President Shabazz:. . . trying to get some work done. Could you stick to
the facts on the floor?

Council Member Guy: I'm talking about the Resolution. It's right there in
this Ordinance. And the problem we've had is that you, as the President, have used your
authority...
Council Member Oliver: Point of order Madam President, can we stick to
the motion.. ..

Council Member Guy: (inaudible)
President Shabazz: Councilman Guy,
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Council Member Guy: ...(inaudible) - that's right.

speaking

if

President Shabazz: Councilman Guy, I'm going to cut you off from
you do not stick to it.

Council Member Guy: ...(inaudible)... 'cause it's the truth.
President Shabazz: Councilman Guy, . .

.

Council Member Guy: It's the truth.
President Shabazz . . . you, you, well, . .

.

Council Member Guy: A Resolution is in this (inaudible) ...
Council Member Oliver: Madam President.
President Shabazz: You're out of order Councilman Guy, please,.

.

Council Member Oliver: Thank you.
Council Member Guy: You're out of order for interrupting me . . .
President Shabazz:. . . would you please . .

.

Council Member Guy: . . . because I was telling the truth.
President Shabazz: Councilman Guy, . .

.

Council Member Guy: That's what you (inaudible).
President Shabazz: . . . you are out of order and please cease talking

Council Member Guy: Yep.
President Shabazz: Now, we're back to on the question. Councilman Tur-,
Congo

Council Member Congo: Yes, thank you. I, I, I think that Councilman
Turner's amendment seeks to speed up the process of when we can fill that seat because
if anyone can make a Resolution, I guess in reality we all know who is, the lst District,
District wants, and they've spoken here, they've spoken in their district at forums, and
they know, they know that candidate, and it seems like his, his . . .
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Council Member Oliver: Excuse me Madam President, we're still, point
of order, we're still . . .
President Shabazz: Talking about the amendment.

Council Member Oliver: Yeah, we're still talking about the amendment.
Council Member Congo: That's what I'm talking about, Madam
President.

Council Member Oliver: Not when he starts talking about the lst District
President Shabazz: Well, you're, you're, you're talking about the
amendment

Council Member Congo: Right, and I'm speaking to his amendment and
what it would do. Now, in, in my, and I'm trying, I'm trying to get clarity that his
amended - amendment will speed up the process of placing somebody in that seat
because we could, someone could make a Resolution tomomow, we could vote on it at
the next Council meeting rather than go, go through the whole process agatn when we
already know as a Council who the 1st District wants. So, it seems like his amendment
would speed the process up and doing the . . .
Council Member Oliver: Point of order . . .
Council Member Congo: . . . doing the will of the 1st District.
Council Member Oliver: Point of order.
President Shabazz: Okay, Councilman Congo. We, we don't, we do have
a full representation of the 1st District commenting on this. There was a selective group;
my understanding is over five thousand elective, registered voters in the lst District.
Now, we've heard from several, maybe fifteen, twenty here, and I understand the meeting
only had forty or some odd there. So, it's not a full voice of the lst District input. So,
that's we thought, we agreed that a special election will do this so that everyone in the 1st
District would have some say, but to just say that forty people, fofiy, I give them fifty,
speaking on behalf of a, a district that's five thousand registered voters, I don't think
that's alarge enough, to say that we speak foL, on behalf of that, which is why we felt
doing this process that has been done numerous times throughout this, throughout this
history of City Council, is, is, is what we should follow because that's what our, our
Codes and our Rules and our Charter speak to, all (inaudible) put together. That's what
we're trying to, we're trying to use that process. Now, I mean, I hear you Say speed it up,
well we, every time we get to a place, there's always a, a wrench thrown in it that you
don't wanna do this, you don't wanna do that, and we thought we had a solution.

30

Because, that was inclusive of everyone, because Councilmembers said they did not hear
the interviews. So, they didn't know the people, so we made changes so that all Council

members could hear the interviews. And so, then you want to have say into the voting'
We changed it so that everyone have say into the voting. Now there's something else. So,
if it's so urgent, and we're all compromising, we're all compromising; if it's so urgent to
get someone in there, we have included all the wishes and every time we do that, you
come up with another wish. So, if you, if you really want this to get done, and we're
saying that we could have it done before the, no later than the second meeting in
February, then we have the answer that's within line with the Charter, the Code and our
City, and our Council Rules. That's, that's, that's just where my stance is, I mean, I don't
think, I'm gonna keep going around and around in this over and again, and so once we
even do that, there's gonna be a question about the Resolution. What's next?

'We,

Council Member Congo: This is a follow up, if I may, Madam President.
we, we heard from . . .
President Shabazz: Wait, let's, let's

Council Member Congo: . . . I mean, we, just aS a response, we heard from
the people who showed up. If, if people showed up and said another candidate, we
could've heard from them, but everyone who showed up (inaudible) invited . . .
President Shabazz: But, . .

.

Council Member Congo: But that, that's not, that's not (inaudible)'

'

President Shabazz: It's not, and you've not heard from people who didn't
show up but what they say, also. There's many people who didn't show up who's also
made comments as well, how they feel. So, that's why as it, we, I don't see how that we
could take just that,that, that special interest group in, comment on what we should do.
We are, have to, we have laws and rules we have to follow by. And we can debate this
over and over again. I've been looking to try to resolve this evening, we come up with a
solution, we're on the question in reference to his amendments. Is there any other
questions on the amendment? Councilman Adams'

Council Member Adams: Yes, ma'am, thank you. I don't know whether
or not this is a full erasure or three-quarters of an erasure or whatever for any of those
terms, but, Councilman Turner's suggestion that after there was a Selection Committee
that there would be, I guess, four nominations or other people um ah that can be put up by
the other Councilmembers on the floor in order to be voted on is the way that I read the
Charter in that particular instance and I, if we were to make that type of ah amendment, I
see it the way the Code and Charter works in that so, ah and it would really ah shorten the
process like it's been inferred here, I know Councilman Turner's gonna speak to this
amendment at the very end I'm sure ah before we vote on it, but ah it does seem that it
would shorten the process and the fact that ah we'd have to re-establish a committee of
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thirteen, go through a whole selection of applicants, I think it ah was suggested in the
Ordinance that each person could pick three, which makes like thirty-six, so, ah in, in that
parlicular sense, hey, if ah, if Councilman Turner wants to suggest a shofier way to get to
an end point then, hey, let's, let's pick the shorler way and get it done, Thank you.
President Shabazz: Councilman Guy'

Council Member Guy: I have a question for Councilman Turner. Is the
word "Resolution" left in the Ordinance after your motion?
President Shabazz: Councilman Turner

Council Member Turner: Thank you, Madam President. Yes, it is.
Council Member Guy: Okay. So, then as I tried to do before, I'm
speaking to the Resolution. We've already have proven evidence that every time a
Resolution has been put on, has been submitted to be on the agenda, the President has
refused to put it on the agenda. So, what would make anybody in here think that all of a
sudden now if the Resolution doesn't say what they want it to say that we wouldn't face
the same process. That's the, that's the point I wanna make. Particularly given the fact
that our Rules say, "the agenda shall list all legislative and non-legislative matters
proposed by their sponsors for consideration at the meeting," So, we abeady have a
system that's been hijacked in violation of our Rules. So, what would make any of us
think that this same Resolution procedure in this Code wouldn't face the same thing. I'm
just not gonna put it on there because I'm the President. If there was any honor among
our Rules, then the Resolution would be on the agenda today and at the last meeting and
at the last meeting.
Council Member Oliver: Can we please move on?
Council Member Guy: The point that I'm making is those comments
thing needs to be struck, is all messed up and trying to put a band-aid on
the
whole
about
a doggone shotgun wound isn't always the best way to do it. But, there's already seven
people who have, who have stated publicly that they wanna vote for Subira Ibrahim, so
why in the heck have we not had the Resolution up and she either gets voted up or she
gets voted down? Why is the system being (inaudible) ...?
Council Member Oliver: Please, Madam President, please point of order
Can we stick to Councilman Turnet's motion? Please.
Council Member Guy: And his motion was a Resolution
Council Member Oliver: Come on.
President Shabazz: Point taken, Councilwoman.
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Council Member Guy: So, where's the Resolution? His amendment calls
for us to have a Resolution and if you really think about his amendment, at the end of the
day what his amendment does is what I been saying all along, and that is, once the
Committee was rejected, then through the Charter, we're supposed to put up a
Resolution. And anybody who has seven people who support them can get voted in to
that seat. Right at this moment. If we had put it on the agenda for City Council and seven
(inaudible)...
Council Member Oliver: Madam President.
President Shabazz: Mhm?

Council Member Oliver: Please...
Council Member Guy: . . . that's all we need in a Resolution.
Council Member Oliver: ...point of order
Council Member Guy: You all . . .
President Shabazz: Your time is up Councilman Guy.

Council Member Guy: Is my time up?
President Shabazz: Yes, it is.

Council Member Guy: Thank you, Madam Chair.
President Shabazz: It also refers to our Rules that the agenda is set by the
President.

Council Member Oliver: Okay, Madam President.
President Shabazz: Councilwoman Oliver

Council Member Oliver: Whew, thank you. I'm, I'm, I wanna say
something but I'm trying to stick with the Rules to stay with the motion. After we vote or
whatever with this motion, I would like to say something. Can we get past this, please?
Or is it okay for me to just talk 'cause everybody, it, it seems like an open field anyway.
So, is it okay for me to say anything?
Speaker?: (inaudible)...
Council Member Oliver: Yeah, that's what I'm saying. I know, but,
wait. We're still on the motion, right?
a1
JJ

I'll

President Shabazz: Yeah, we're still on the motion'

Council Member Oliver: Come on then, let's.
President Shabazz: Right.

Council Member Congo: Madam President.
President Shabazz: I see you.

Council Member Congo: Ok, thank You.
Council Member Oliver: May I follow-up then? (inaudible).. ' ain't
nobody sticking to the motion, it's obviously.
President Shabazz: We're still, we're still on the question of the
amendment, and we're trying to get past it. So, I would like to call for the vote on the
motion.

Council Member Oliver: Thank you.
Council Member Congo: Madam President, I just have

clarity. .

a,

just

a

point of

.

Council Member Williams: On the amendment.
Council Member Congo: On the amendment.
President Shabazz: On the amendment, on the amendment.

Council Member Congo: On the amendment.
Plesident Shabazz: Yes.

Council Member Congo: Yes, just a, a point of clarity.
President Shabazz: I, I would, I'd rather, I wanna move on, sir'

Council Member Oliver: Thank you.
President Shabazz: To the vote for the amendment as proposed by
Councilman Turner. All those in favor, signify by saying . . .

Council Member Guy: Point of order. The sponsor of the motion gets to
speak last (inaudible) ...
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Council Member Oliver: Please, please, please' This is ridiculous'
Speaker?: (inaudible)...
Council Member Freel: This is embarrassing'
Council Member Oliver: It is.
Council Member Guy: The sponsor (inaudible) .... gets to speak last.
Council Member Freel: She called the roll.
Council Member Oliver: She called the roll.
President Shabazz: I called, I asked for the calling for the vote.

Council Member Guy: Point of order.
President Shabazz: And I, your, your point of order is denied. So, please
call for the vote.

Council Member Oliver: Keep going, keep going. Is it
President Shabazz: We're, we're voting, we're voting on the, we're
voting on Councilman Turner's amendment. All those in favor signify by saying aye, or
show hands if aye, yea, as your supporl. All those in oppose. It's a tie. So, the
amendment, the amendment is defeated. It's a tie.

Council Member Oliver: Madam President. May I say something now?
President Shabazz: So, we're back to the Ordinance as originally
proposed by Councilwoman Harlee. Councilwoman Oliver.

Council member Oliver: Yes, thank you Madam President. I wanna, I'd
like to ask Councilman Congo, I was trying to wait until after, who was his first pick? He
was the alternate, he's called names. Who was his first pick? I'd like you to, is it okay if
you can answer that question for me, please.
President Shabazz: You mean for the, . .

.

Council Member Oliver: For the Special Committee,
President Shabazz:. . . for the Special . .

.

Council Member Oliver: . . . who was his first pick?
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Speaker? (inaudible)...
Council Member Oliver: He's calling names'
Speaker? (inaudible)...
President Shabazz: But it, it's, that is, that is a question

Council Member Turner: Point of Oliver, order'
Council Member Oliver: I asked a question.
Council Member Turner: Point of order.
President Shabazz: We've been out of, we've been out of order since we,
quite some time, so if everybody calls point of order ' . .

Council Member Turner: Point of order.
President Shabazz: . . . I mean there's only one point of order

Council Member Turner: Point of order.
Council Member Oliver: I'm just asking could you please ask, is it
possible

Council Mernber Turner: Point of order. Point of order
President Shabazz: I hear you Councilman. And could we be quiet in the
please.
Councilman Oliver, I hear your point, but it is not in iine with
gallery,
(inaudible)...

Council Member Oliver: Okay, what I was saying, I mean,'cause I,I
wasn't talking about him, but ever since he was calling out I was just, okay. Thank you.
President Shabazz: Councilman, let me ask the question, Councilman
Congo, do you wanna answer that question?

Council Member Congo: So now we're allowing
President Shabazz: I, I've asked the question.

Council Member Congo: I mean, if you're gonna allow it, always allow it,
but my, my, my first vote, and I've said it, is Subira Ibrahim. But if you're gonna allow
outside discussion, please allow it at other times.
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President Shabazz: Well, things, ever, don't ever go as all the time alound
here, everything goes (inaudible)....

Council Member Congo: Just, just remember, just remember what just
happened.

President Shabazz: Councilman Williams.

Council Member Williams: Thank you Madam Chair, Madam President. I
wanna make a motion to amend Chapter 2 of the City Code, . . .
President Shabazz: Can I get a point of order for a second, please. Let me,
let me check, hold on one second, please .. .. (long pause) '. .. Thank you everyone for
your patience. Councilman Williams.

Council Member Williams: Thank you, Madam President. Welcome
back. I'd like to make a motion, an amendment by deleting Section 2-34 in its entirety
and allowing the Charter to stand alone, thereby we can move forward with filling this
seat expeditiously.
Council Members Guy and Turner: Second.
President Shabazz: An amendment to delete Section 2-34 of the
Ordinance has been made and second. On the question.

Council Member Oliver: Madam President'
President Shabazz: Council Member Turner then Council Member Oliver

Council Member Turner: Thank you, thank you Madam President.
Just for clarity purposes, can you ask the sponsor does that mean that we, we're elim-,
that we're erasing this completely so everyone can understand we're erasing this
completely, Special Committee, the Committee of the Whole, all the language that's in
there far as the Code, and now we go back to what the Charter originally stated before
this section was even added to the Code?
Council Member Williams: That is corect. I'm sony
President Shabazz: Councilman Williams.

Council Member Williams: That, that's conect. The Charter will stand
alone

Council Mernber Turner: Can I, can I

.tt

President Shabazz: Continue.

Council Member Turner: So that, that means that we can, we can put a
Resolution up and whoever gets seven votes, Resolution, they, they fill that 1st District
seat? P.S. that's correct?
Council Member Williams: Per the Charter, my understanding.
Council Member Turner: Thank you. That's all I have Madam President.
President Shabazz: Councilwoman Oliver.

Council Member Oliver: Thank you Madam President. I think I'ma just
go back and I guess reiterate what some other, my colleague, Councilwoman McCoy and
Harlee has stated. I thought the whole purpose of this process was to want to be um . . .
Council Member Turner: Point of - - point of order
Council Member Williams: Point of order.
Council Member Turner: Point of order. Can we speak to the
amendment?

President Shabazz: You wanna, you wanna, do you speak to it, ask your
question to it?

Council Member Oliver: Yes, I'ma say yes, I'd like to speak to the, I'm
trying to, okay, let me speak to the amendment. Councilman Bob Williams' amendment
is taking us back to what everybody, I thought, said they didn't want to happen. So, I'ma
let it go. I will not be supporling this amendment.
President Shabazz Councilman Turner. Oh, you spoke already, I'm sorry
Councilwoman Harlee.

Council Member Harlee: Yes, thank you Council President. I am not sure
of the process, and again when I reviewed the Charter when I was doing the research
because my Council colleagues said they wanted to be a parl of it, the Charter tells you
what, but it does not tell you how, and so I'm not clear on how the process is gonna work.
That's, so, I'm not sure if I should be asking you or the sponsor. I just want clarity.
President Shabazz: I leave that to the sponsor to, to respond. Williams?

Council Member Williams: By, Madam President, thank you' By
eliminating the process contained within 2-34, it would open it up for the Council to
decide how we're going to go. The people put us in this seat to, to move forward.
Eliminating this, we could present Resolutions at that point, take a vote, vote the person
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up or down, and fill the seat and move forward. Rubber band, duct tape, bubblegum,
siotch tape, you name it, trying to piecemeal an Ordinance together that, on its face, is
flawed, in my opinion, is no way to go. Eliminate it, if we wanna get a committee
together down the road, resurrect it, put something together that has more teeth to it or
more meaning, let's do that. But right now, to get us out of this quagmire that we're in,
let's just eliminate the whole thing, put up some Resolutions, vote a person up or down,
and move forward.

Council Member Harlee: Follow up
President Shabazz: Councilwoman Harlee, you still have the time

Council Member Harlee: Okay. Alright, so, we're not interested in a
process to fill this seat now and for the future. We're just trying to, to get someone in this
seat right away. We're not trying to think about the future, because this parlicular
amendment, the amendment that I was presenting, was for now and for the future. But if
you're saying that we're just going to, everybody put in Resolutions, how does that work
with those that are already, that have aheady applied and does that open up to new
applicants? I'm just trying to make sule I understand again.I'm, I wanna ask the sponsor
that.

President Shabazz: We, we're really getting deep in the weeds, and, I

mean, I, I, your question is right, but I, it's the, you, you're following cefiain rules
sometimes, you know, perfect, our, our rules is speaking twice and we're speaking more
than twice, I'm just trying to get everybody to feel they get their points out, . . .
Council Member Harlee: Okay
President Shabazz:. . . but I'm trying to also maintain order. Okay, so we
have, we have surpassed that. So, um, I ask, I'm trying to keep count of who has aiready
spoken twice on a question, because we've had four or five questions. There is no process
it would have to be created is my assumption - okay, Council McCoy.

Council Member McCoy: Thank you Madam Chair. I, I seem to have left
at a very vulnerable time, can I please get the cliff note of what happened?
President Shabazz: We're speaking of, we're on the question of the
amendment by Councilman Williams to delete all the, the entire section 2-34, and push
everything back to the, to the Charter, that just says that we ought to, to, you know,
recommend a, a replacement for the lst District, for the vacancy. It does not speak to
process, it just says what we are charged to do.

Council Member McCoy: Thank you
Speaker?: Oh God, this is uazy
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President Shabazz: I'm trying to make sure everyone had an equal amount
of time to speak. That's what I'm trying to do. Based on my notes, I have - everyone has
had an opportunity to speak twice to each question, to each, well, one time to this
question, and twice to all other questions, and in order for us to move along, I would like
to, Councilman Congo, this is your last . ' '

Council Member Congo: Yes, thank you.
President Shabazz:. . . speaking.

Council Member Congo: Yes, thank you Madam President' So, the
Charter says that Council has the charge of filling this seat by Resolution. Is that correct,
is, to, to fill the seat and that is usually done by Resolution in, at the end of the day. Just
want clarity,
President Shabazz: No. it's usually done through the selection process,
but a recommendation to the Council by way of a Resolution. That's the way it's usually
done.

Council Member Congo: At the end of the day it's a Resolution, so, so
(inaudible)
President Shabazz: By a Selection Committee. By the Selection
Committee

Council Member Congo: I'm just, I'm sorry, I'm just speaking to the
Charter says Council has to fill the seat.
President Shabazz: It doesn't give process by the Charter. It just says
the tasked to do it.

Council Member Congo: And that's done at the, at the, you know, end all
be all by a Resolution.
Council Member Williams: Correct.
President Shabazz: Not from the Selection Committee'

Council Member Congo: So, in theory, what Councilman Williams is, is
um, his amendment will allow every Council person to next week submit a, a Resolution
that could be on the, on the agenda and if, if one of the Resolutions get seven votes that
seat would be filled.
Council Member Williams: Done.
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Council Member Turner: Correct.
Council member Congo: Thank you. Thank you very much' I think

it's

a great idea.

President Shabazz: I'd like to call for a vote for the amendment as
proposed by Councilman Williams.

Council Member Guy: Point of order
President Shabazz: I'd like to call for a vote by, I would like to call for a
vote by the amendment proposed by Councilman Williams'

Council Member Guy: Point of order.
President Shabazz: All those in favor signify by saying aye. (Ayes)

Council Member Guy: You never asked what the point of order is. That's
required in your Rules.
President Shabazz: I, I asked for the vote, please.

Council Member Guy: Point of order.
President Shabazz: Your point of order is not taken'

Council Member Guy: When Councilman Freel makes them you
acknowledge his.
President Shabazz: I'd like to call for the vote. Then maybe you should
start looking like Councilman Freel.

Council Member Guy: Right, and I guess you would want me to be a

white.

.

.

President Shabazz: I'd like to call for the vote, please.

Council Member Guy: . . .you don't like my blackness, do you?
President Shabazz: Councilman Guy, again, you'te out of order'

Council Member Guy: You're out of order.
President Shabazz: I'd like to call for the vote for the amendment as
proposed by Councihnan Williams. All those in favor signify by saying aye. (Ayes)
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Those opposed C{os). I'd like to take a hand vote, please. All those in favor for the
amendment proposed to delete 2-34 ftom the Ordinance please raise your hand if you're
in supporl. All those opposed, please. It's deleted. It's defeated. We are now back to the
original Ordinance as proposed by Council Member Harlee. If you, if you have any, are
they um, furlher closing comments Council Member Harlee in regarding yow Ordinance
as proposed, and with the amendment.
Council Member Harlee: I'm, I'm just speechless.
President Shabazz: Okay, well then, I'd like to call, I'd like to call for the
vote for the Ordinance, number, agenda #4614, Substitute 1 to Ordinance i9-001 as
amended. Please call the roll.
The Substitute Ordinance, As Amended, was read for the third and final
time and was adopted by title and section recurring to the Enacting Clause and was
passed by the following Yea and Nay Roll Call Vote: Yeas, Council Members Congo,
Oliver, Harlee, McCoy, Freel and Adams, and Council President Shabazz. Total, seven.
Nays, Turner, Williams and Guy. Total, three. Absent, Council Members Dixon and
Walsh. Total, two,
President Shabazz: Declare it adopted.

Council Member Oliver: Thank you, Jesus.
President Shabazz: Council Member TuLner, any legislation this evening?

Council Member Turner: No-nothing tonight.
President Shabazz: Council Member McCoy.

Council Member McCoy: Ah, nothing tonight Madam President.
President Shabazz: Council Member Williams.

Council Member Williams: Nothing this evening, thank you.
President Shabazz: Council Member Freel.

Council Member Freel: Nothing, thank you.
President Shabazz: Council Member Adams.

Council Member Adams: No ma'atn, no legislation.
President Shabazz: Council Member Guy.
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Council Member Guy: Yes, the Resolution that I submitted 4613 thatyou
didn't put on the agenda.
President Shabazz: We now into, um, um, petitions and communications.
Anything this evening Council Member Congo?
Council Member Adams: Can we have a motion to adjourn?
Council Member Oliver: Yeah.
Council Member Freel: Second'
Council Member Oliver: Second.
Council Member Turner: Roll call.
President Shabazz:

All

those in favor of adjoulnment, please raise your

hand.

Aye.
Council Member GuY: Roll call.
President Shabazz: One, two, three, four

-

one, two, three, four,

five'..

Council Member Guy: Roll call - - roll call vote.

President Shabazz: All those wishing to continue with the meeting,
please, or are opposed to closing the meeting, please raise your hand.
Council Member Freel: Madam President, I ask to be excused.
President Shabazz: Excused Councilman. It's five and five again, we
continue with petitions and communications.

will

PE,TITIONS AND C OMMIINICATIONS
Council President and Council Members spoke on the following: a
request was made to always allow petitions and communications; condolences expressed
to the Wright Family; people were encouraged to research history of the City and Black
History Month; community meetings were announced; the need for people to pay
attention to democracy; oath of office;the need for people to research laws and
interpretation of the laws; maintaining order, and including, but not limited to, the need to
stay in compliance with the City Code, rules and laws.
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ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion of Council Member McCoy, seconded by Council Member
Congo, Council adjourned aI8'20 p.m. Motion prevailed.

Attest
Seijo,
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