
 

 

REGULAR MEETING OF WILMINGTON CITY COUNCIL  

APRIL 18, 2019 @ 6:30 P.M.  

 

Council Chambers 

Louis L. Redding City/County Building 

800 N. French Street - Wilmington, DE  19801 
www.WilmingtonDe.gov or www.WITN22.org 

 

 

AGENDA  

 

I. Call to Order 

Prayer 

 Pledge of Allegiance 

 Roll Call 

 

II. Approval of Minutes 

 

III. Committee Reports 
 

IV. Acceptance of Treasurer’s Report 
 

V. Non-Legislative Business 
 

All Council Congratulate Housing Opportunities of Northern Delaware, Inc. – 36thAnniversary 

Oliver  Sympathy Joseph A. Graham 

Oliver  Sympathy Shylene Nicole Hope Rogers 

Oliver  Sympathy Lydia C. (Russell) Watson 

Shabazz Sympathy Nathan Smith 

Turner  Recognize Shirlee Ann Allison 

Williams Sympathy Thomas Gilbert Rose 

 

VI. Legislative Business 

 

GRAY 

#4644  An Ordinance to Rezone the Parcel of Land Located at 700 Lea Boulevard from  

R-2 (One-Family Detached Dwellings and One-Family Semi-Detached  

Dwellings) to R-5-A-1 (Low-Medium Density Apartment Houses) Zoning 

Classification (1st & 2nd Reading) 

 

Synopsis:   This Ordinance is being presented by the Administration for Council’s review and  

approval. This Ordinance rezones the parcel of land located at 700 Lea  

Boulevard from R-2 (One-Family Detached Dwellings and One Family Semi- 

Detached Dwellings) to R-5-A-1 (Low-Medium Density Apartment Houses)  

zoning classification. 

 

 

http://www.wilmingtonde.gov/
http://www.witn22.org/
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OLIVER 

Rev. 1 

#4641  A Resolution Approving a Lease of a Portion of Kirkwood Park to New Castle  

County Vocational Technical School District (Howard High School of  

Technology) for the Installation of a Turf Practice Field  

 

Synopsis:  This Resolution is being presented by the Administration for Council’s review  

and approval. This Resolution approves a lease of a portion of Kirkwood Park to  

New Castle County Vocational Technical School District (Howard Hight School  

of Technology) for the installation of a turf practice field. 

 

#4645  An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 13 of the City Code Regarding Commercial  

Property Maintenance (1st & 2nd Reading)  

 

Synopsis: This Ordinance is being presented by City Council for Council’s review and  

approval. This Ordinance amends Chapter 13 of the City Code codifying  

procedures for commercial establishments requiring the maintenance of property 

and to prevent unsafe and unsightly conditions. Wilmington City Council declares 

that it is in the public interest for the preservation of property values, promotion 

of civic pride, and protection of the public health and safety to establish minimum 

standards for the maintenance of commercial establishments in improving the 

image of the City of Wilmington. 

 

HARLEE 

#4646  An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 44 of the City Code Regarding the Duration of  

the Wilmington Downtown Business Improvement District (1st & 2nd Reading)  

 

Synopsis: This Ordinance is being presented by the Administration for Council’s review and  

  approval.  This Ordinance amends Chapter 44 of the City Code to extend the  

duration of the term of the Wilmington Downtown Business Improvement District  

until October 1, 2029. 

 

TURNER 

#4647  An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 34 of the City Code to Authorize Publication  

of a Problem Landlord List (1st & 2nd Reading)  

 

Synopsis: This Ordinance is being presented by City Council for Council’s review and  

  approval. This Ordinance authorizes the Department of Licenses and Inspections  

to publish a list of “problem landlords” as that term is defined by the ordinance.   

The ordinance provides the City with an additional enforcement tool in achieving  

compliance with Wilmington City Code housing standards.  
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FREEL 

#4648  An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 44 of the City Code by Amending Section 44-61  

Thereof Regarding the Tax Abatement/Exemption for Off-Street Parking  

Facilities (1st & 2nd Reading) 
 

Synopsis:   This Ordinance is being presented by the Administration for Council’s review and  

approval. This Ordinance amends Section 44-61 of the City Code to extend the  

expiration date of the City’s off-street parking facilities tax abatement/exemption  

until June 30, 2030. 

 

#4649  An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 44 of the City Code by Amending Section 44-68  

Thereof Regarding the Vacant Buildings Rehabilitation Tax Incentive Program 

(1st & 2nd Reading) 

 

Synopsis:   This Ordinance is being presented by the Administration for Council’s review and  

approval. This Ordinance amends Section 44-68 of the City Code regarding the  

eligibility requirements and scope of the City’s vacant buildings rehabilitation tax  

incentive program. 

 

#4650  An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 44 of the City Code by Amending Section 44-70  

Thereof Regarding the Tax Incentive Program for City Historic District and  

National Register Properties (1st & 2nd Reading) 

 

Synopsis:   This Ordinance is being presented by the Administration for Council’s review and  

approval. This Ordinance amends Section 44-70 of the City Code to extend the  

expiration date of the City’s tax incentive program for City historic district and  

national register properties until June 30, 2030. 

 

#4651  An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 44 of the City Code by Amending Section 44-71  

Thereof Regarding the Real Estate Tax Exemption Program (1st & 2nd Reading) 
 

Synopsis:   This Ordinance is being presented by the Administration for Council’s review and  

approval. This Ordinance amends Section 44-71 of the City Code regarding the  

eligibility requirements and scope of the City’s real estate tax exemption  

program. 

 

VII. Petitions and Communications 
 

VIII. Adjournment 

 















































































AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 13 OF THE CITY CODE REGARDING 

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

 

 

WHEREAS, the collection, removal, and proper disposal of solid waste generated 

within the City of Wilmington is essential to the health, safety and welfare of the City' s 

residents; and 

WHEREAS, government can be ultimately responsible for establishing criteria needed 

to eliminate waste, for creating the economic and regulatory environment in which to achieve 

it, and for leading by example; and 

WHEREAS, City Council wishes to establish the rules, regulations, and conditions 

which shall regulate the accumulation, removal, and disposal of garbage and other waste; and    

WHEREAS, the proliferation of trash, litter, and sometimes garbage in neighborhoods 

located near commercial establishments selling edible commodities is unsightly, unhealthy, 

and has a negative effect on property values. The accumulation of litter, debris, trimmings or 

trash on any property, including the public right of way, which is generated on, or as a 

consequence of the use or maintenance of the property is the responsibility of the owner, agent, 

occupant, or lessee of property; and 

WHEREAS, City Council desires to provide for a community environment having a 

“sense of place” and for the preservation and enhancement of the City's image and community 

character. 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WILMINGTON HEREBY ORDAINS:  

SECTION 1. Chapter 13 of the City Code is hereby amended by adding the underlined 

language as follows: 

Sec. 13-4. – Littering 
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(a) Every sidewalk or footway between the curb stone and the building line along any 

of the public streets in the city in front of lots whereon is erected any dwelling 

house, office, place of business, railing, fence, stone or brick wall, or permanent 

structure of any kind, or in front of any vacant lots, and every public or private alley 

shall at all times be kept free of any garbage, rubbish, refuse, trash or other offensive 

materials, except for garbage, rubbish, refuse, and trash properly contained and 

placed on the sidewalk for regularly or specially scheduled refuse collection. The 

owner of any property or ground abutting on such sidewalk or footway or alley who 

fails to remove such garbage, rubbish, refuse, trash or other offensive materials 

shall be subject to, and liable for, a civil penalty in the amount of $50.00, except 

that an owner of any property from which a business licensed as retail edible is 

operated shall be subject to, and liable for, a civil penalty in the amount of $150.00.     

 

. . . 

 

(e) Every person required to be licensed as a retailer of edible commodities pursuant 

to the provisions of chapter 5 of this Code, who or which conducts such business, 

in whole or in part, by operation as a mobile vendor in or from a motor vehicle of 

any kind, or conducts such business as a stationary vendor of such commodities, 

and every owner of a property on which any such business is operated, shall provide 

in or upon such motor vehicle or immediately adjacent to the location of such 

stationary vending device, a trash receptacle for deposit by customers and 

consumers of paper wrappings, cans, bottles or any similar material obtained by the 

purchaser or consumer from such vendor as part of the purchase of such 

commodities. In all instances, both the vendor and the owner of a property on which 

any such business is operated, shall be responsible for the disposal of all such trash 

so collected. 

 

i. Trash receptacles required by subsection (e) shall be substantially 

constructed of plastic, nonrusting metal or other leakproof, non-absorbent 

material. Such containers shall be capable of being tightly closed by lid so 

as to prevent insect breeding, spillage of refuse and other health and safety 

problems.  The container shall be of such a size, shape and weight that, 

when filled, it may be easily handled by one (1) person. 

 

 

SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days upon its date of passage 

by the City Council and approval by the Mayor. 

 

First Reading……. April 18, 2019  

Second Reading…. April 18, 2019  

Third Reading……. 
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Passed by City Council, 

 

____________________________________ 

                      President of City Council 

 

 

 

ATTEST:                                                         

                                   City Clerk 

 

 

Approved this         day of                    , 2019. 

 

                                                                         

                               Mayor 

 

 

SYNOPSIS:   Chapter 13, section 13-4 of the City Code requires all owners of properties to 

remove garbage, rubbish, refuse, trash and other offensive materials from sidewalks, footways 

and alleys.  This Ordinance amends section 13-4 by increasing the penalty from $50 to $150 

for owners of properties from which a business licensed as retail edible is operated.  This 

ordinance also establishes requirements for trash receptacles for mobile vendors of edible 

commodities. 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: This Ordinance has no anticipated fiscal impact. 

POLICY STATEMENT: The proliferation of trash, litter, and sometimes garbage in 

neighborhoods located near commercial establishments selling edible commodities is 

unsightly, unhealthy, and has a negative effect on property values. The accumulation of litter, 

debris, trimmings or trash on any property, including the public right of way, which is 

generated on, or as a consequence of the use or maintenance of the property is the responsibility 

of the owner, agent, occupant, or lessee of property. 







AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 34 OF THE CITY CODE TO 

AUTHORIZE PUBLICATION OF A PROBLEM LANDLORD LIST 

 

 

WHEREAS, City Council has an interest in ensuring residents have safe and 

habitable housing; and 

WHEREAS, the Wilmington City Code sets forth standards and requirements 

relating to safe housing; and 

WHEREAS, landlords who fail to maintain their residential properties in compliance 

with Wilmington City Code requirements create significant health and safety hazards; and  

WHEREAS, the issuance of criminal summonses does not always compel 

compliance with Wilmington City Code requirements; and  

WHEREAS, it is the intent of City Council to promote compliance with minimum 

housing requirements as part of a healthy, safe, and vibrant city; and 

WHEREAS, it is the further intent of City Council to make its battle against 

substandard housing a priority by devoting the necessary resources to make a significant 

positive impact on the community. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WILMINGTON 

HEREBY ORDAINS:  

SECTION 1. Chapter 34 of the City Code is hereby amended by adding a new 

section 34-10 thereto, with the underlined language to read as follows: 

Sec. 34-10 -- Publication of a problem landlord list 

 

(a) Placement on the list.  The Commissioner of the Department of Licenses and 

Inspections is authorized to identify, compile and publish a list of problem landlords 

as that term is defined herein.  The list shall be published bi-annually in a newspaper 

of general circulation, on the city’s website, and on the city’s cable television station 

and shall include the following information: (1) the name of the problem landlord; (2) 

if the problem landlord is a legal entity, the name(s) of the officer(s), director(s), or 
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partners shall also be identified; and (3) the address of the rental dwelling unit(s) 

described in subsection (1) below.  The term “person” as used herein shall include 

corporations, companies, associations, trustees, business trusts, firms, partnerships, 

societies and joint stock companies, as well as individuals.          

   

(1) A “problem landlord” means either: 

(a) a person who owns a rental dwelling unit as defined in chapter 5, sec. 5-

92; and  

i. whose rental dwelling unit has been the subject of two or more 

civil or criminal proceedings within 24 consecutive months 

wherein the person or entity has either: 

1. been found guilty by a court of law of at least one violation 

of this chapter; or  

2. pled guilty or no contest in a court of law to at least one 

violation of this chapter; or  

3. was issued a civil fine by the Department of Licenses and 

Inspections for a violation of this chapter. 

(b) a person who owns a rental dwelling unit as defined in chapter 5, sec. 5-

92; and  

i. who does not possess a valid city rental dwelling business license 

as required by chapter 5, sec. 5-92.  

 

(b) Removal from the list.  If a person identified as a problem landlord maintains he or 

she has corrected the violations that led to the person's name being included on the 

problem landlord list, or that he or she has obtained a valid city rental dwelling 

business license, the person may request that his or her name be removed from the 

list.  Such request shall be submitted in writing to the Commissioner.  Upon receipt of 

the written request, the Commissioner shall cause the rental dwelling unit(s) to be 

inspected to determine whether the violations have been corrected. A fee shall be 

assessed for such inspection, and the person shall be responsible for payment of the 

fee. The fee shall be $250.00 per building for residential buildings with 12 or less 

rental dwelling units; and $500.00 per building for residential buildings with more 

than 12 rental dwelling units. If the Commissioner determines that the person has 

corrected the violations and possesses a valid city rental dwelling business license, 

the Commissioner shall remove the person’s name from the problem landlord list.  

However, no person shall be removed from the list until any and all fines and 

inspection fees associated with such rental dwelling unit(s) have been paid in-full. 

 

(c) Appeal.  If a person identified as a problem landlord believes he or she does not meet 

the definition or criteria of a problem landlord and should not be included on the 

problem landlord list, the person may request a hearing before the Commissioner or 

his or her designee.  The request shall be submitted in writing to the Commissioner.  

The issue on appeal shall be limited to whether the person met the definition or 

criteria of a problem landlord at the time the person was placed on the list.  
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(d) Ineligibility for business with the city. No person shall be eligible to do business with 

the city if the person is identified as a problem landlord, nor shall any entity in which 

such a person has a substantial ownership interest be eligible to do business with the 

city.  Provided, however, that this prohibition shall not apply to a specific city 

contract if the head of the city department administering the contract determines the 

city is unable to acquire the goods or services provided by the person at comparable 

price and quality, and in sufficient quantity, from other sources; or the public health, 

safety and welfare requires it.  This prohibition shall apply to persons currently on the 

city's problem landlord list.  Any person who has been removed from the list is not 

subject to this prohibition. 

 

(1) “Business with the city” means  

(a) being awarded a city contract; 

(b) receiving a grant, loan or other form of financial assistance from a city 

department; or 

(c) having an application for any of the following accepted and processed by 

the relevant department: (1) an acquisition of city real property; (2) a 

lease; (3) a street or alley vacation; or (4) a city business license, unless 

such business license is the reason the person was placed on the problem 

landlord list. 

 

(2) “Substantial ownership interest” means greater than 10 percent ownership 

interest; provided, however, that if an entity is publicly traded on an exchange, the 

term “substantial ownership interest” means any officer or director of the entity. 

 

(e) Enforcement.  The Department of Licenses and Inspections shall administer and 

enforce this Section.  The department may issue rules and regulations as necessary for 

the proper administration this Section.  

 

SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall become effective ninety (90) days upon its date of 

passage by the City Council and approval by the Mayor. 

 

First Reading…….. April 18, 2019 

Second Reading….  April 18, 2019 

Third Reading……. 
 

Passed by City Council, 

 

____________________________________ 

                      President of City Council 
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ATTEST:                                                         

City Clerk 

 

 

Approved this         day of __________ 2019. 

 

                                                                         

Mayor 

 

 

SYNOPSIS:  This Ordinance authorizes the Department of Licenses and Inspections to publish 

a list of “problem landlords” as that term is defined by the ordinance.  The ordinance provides 

the City with an additional enforcement tool in achieving compliance with Wilmington City 

Code housing standards.  

 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: This Ordinance has no anticipated fiscal impact. 

 

 

 






























