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AN ORDINANCB TO AMEND CHAPTER 38 Otr'THB CITY CODE REGARDING
INCI,I]SIVE PARKS AND PI,AYGROUNDS.

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City of Wilmington to provide inclusive,

accessible, intergenerational and family-friendly outdoor fitness and play spaces for people

of all ages and abilities; and

WHEREAS, parks and playgrounds offer opporlunities for children to develop

physical, cognitive, sensory and social skills, and inclusive design allows for a well-balanced

play experience that enhances the development of such skills; and

WHEREAS, the federal Americans With Disabilities Act prohibits discrimination in

playgrounds against those in wheelchairs, but does not address other types of disabilities and

special needs; and

WIIEREAS, the City recognizes a need for parks and playgrounds that are inclusive

of and accessible to individuals of differing abilities, including persons with physical,

cognitive, communicative, social, and/or emotional special needs; and

WHEREAS, the City Council and Administration deem it necessary to ensure that

the City Code includes provisions specifying that all new or renovated City parks and

playgrounds are designed to allow for and encourage the active participation of all

individuals.

THE COUNCIL OF TI-IE CITY OF WII,MINGTON HEREBY ORDAINS:

SECTION 1. Chapter 38 of the City Code is hereby amended by adding a new

Section 38-l including the underlined language as tbllows:

Section 38- - Inclusive narks and n lavsrorrnds.

ule that owned

o1' Wilminuton Ltt are either new or underso
(a)

to be incl to all
rerrovattons are



abilities when placticab le. and should allow fbr the ve nalticination
and ensasement o1'all oersons. includins those with ohvsical. cosnitive.
c_ornmunicative. social. and/or emoti-onal special needs.

(b) 'I'he Dilector of Parks and Recreation should seek innut of nersons

with ohvsical. cosnitive. co social. and/or emotional
special needs when desi unins nlans to build new anrl nlavsrounds
or renovate existins oarks and lar,rrrounds owned bv the Citv

(c) No private cause qf action. Thrs Section does not ueate a private cause of
or c1

other citv entitv. This Section I not be construed as creatins anv
private of action.

SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its date of

passage by the City Council and approval by the Mayor

First Reading... . ....June 7, 2078
Second Reading.....June 7, 2018
Third Reading......June 21 , 2018
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SYNOPSIS: This Ordinance amends Chapter 38 of the City Code to add a new section

specifying that all City parks and playgrounds that are either new or are undergoing

renovations shall be designed to be inclusive of and accessible to all persons of differing
abilities and allow for the active participation and engagement of all persons, including those
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with physical, cognitive, communicative, social, andlor emotional special needs. The intent
of this Ordinance is to ensure an inclusive, accessible and positive environment in which our
residents can experience the substantial benefits offered by public parks and playgrounds.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: While there could be a higher cost associated with
some inclusive playground and park equipment, these costs could be mitigated in other ways

by strategically designing park construction and renovation projects, and could be offset by

securing grant funding or forming public-private partnerships.

POLICY STATEMENT: This proposed Ordinance is designed to ensure an inclusive,
accessible and positive environment in which our residents can experience the substantial
benefits of parks and playgrounds. This legislation therefore codifies the city's expectations
regarding the design of City parks and playgrounds. This Ordinance has been driven by
research conducted on the topic and is largely modeled after the City of Philadelphia's Bill
No. 160304, which requires all parks and playgrounds owned by the City to be more
inclusive of individuals with special needs. This ordinance is intended to enhance the quality
of life for residents and visitors of the City of Wilmington.
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