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NOTICE 
 

 

Finance & Economic Development Committee Meeting 

 

Wednesday, October 10, 2018 

5:00 p.m. 

1st Floor Council Chambers 

 

Agenda 
 

 
 
 

1. Discussion of Proposed Improvements for Eden Park Sports Facility Including Addition of a Turf Field 
 
 

2. Resolution Approving the Disposition by Lease of Baynard Stadium to Salesianum School Establishing a Public 
Private Partnership to Preserve the Athletic Facility and Provide Increased Public Access 
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          Wilmington, Delaware 

          October 18, 2018 

 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Wilm. C. (Charter) §1-101, the City may acquire, hold, 

manage, and dispose of property on such terms as it deems proper for any municipal purpose; 

and 

WHEREAS, Wilm. C. §2-621(a) authorizes the Department of Real Estate and Housing 

to conduct disposition proceedings of real property owned by the City; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Wilm. C. §2-621(c) non-profit organizations are exempt from 

the City’s bid procedures and that upon the declaration of a property as approved for 

disposition, by resolution of City Council, the Department of Real Estate and Housing may 

lease property owned by the City to a non-profit organization; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Wilmington (“City”) is the owner of that certain real property 

commonly known as Baynard Stadium, located at 1 Stadium Drive, Wilmington, Delaware, 

being part of Tax Parcel No. 26-014.10-006 located in Brandywine park (the  

“Property”); and   

WHERAS, the City has not managed the Property since 1969 and the Delaware 

Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (“DNREC”) has managed the 

Property since 1998; and  

WHEREAS, in recent years DNREC has operated the Property at loss of approximately 

$100,000 per year plus the cost of capital improvements; and 

WHEREAS, the Property is in need of several million dollars of capital improvements 

and the needed capital funds are not available from the State of Delaware, New Castle 

County, or the City of Wilmington; and 
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WHEREAS, on March 30, 2017 the Mayor formed the Baynard Stadium Working 

Group to examine options for the future use and vitality of the Property, and the group 

studied the historic use, reviewed the related financials, and held public meetings; and 

WHEREAS, based on the Baynard Stadium Working Group’s report, the Mayor sought 

letters of interest from organizations interested in entering into a public-private partnership to 

preserve and reinvigorate the Property; and 

WHEREAS, Salesianum School Inc. (“Salesianum”), a nonprofit organization, was the 

only organization that expressed an interest in entering into a public private partnership for 

the Property; and  

WHEREAS,  Salesianum is well positioned to assume the management and 

maintenance responsibilities for the Property because it is adjacent to the property, it has 

been educating students in the City for 115 years and Salesianum has enjoyed a storied 

history with the Property since at least 1956; and  

WHEREAS the City and Salesianum have negotiated the proposed lease attached hereto 

and made a part hereof in Exhibit A to ensure unprecedented public access to and enjoyment 

of the field and to ensure the long term vitality of this important City property; and 

WHEREAS the lease requires Salesianum to make necessary capital improvements at 

its expense, maintain the property at its expense, and provide increased public access as 

prescribed, and it permits Salesianum to offer naming opportunities to raise funding, license 

the property to third parties for a fee, and enter into utility easements as needed for the 

property.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WILMINGTON that the City of Wilmington Office of the Mayor is hereby authorized to 



 

3 

 

execute the attached Agreement with Salesianum to allow the lease of the Property subject to 

the terms and conditions stated in the agreement and the appropriate officers of the City are 

hereby authorized and directed to take all such actions, and to execute, deliver, file and 

record all such documents publish all notices, and otherwise carry out the intent of this 

Resolution and Lease in the name of and on behalf of the City.  

 

Passed by City Council, 

        October 18, 2018 

 

         

 

      ATTEST: _______________________ 

                     City Clerk 

 

 

SYNOPSIS: This Resolution authorizes the City to enter into a Lease with Salesianum School, 

Inc. to preserve Baynard Stadium.  The Lease requires Salesianum to make significant capital 

improvements to the property at its expense, provide unprecedented public access to the field, 

and undertake the day to day operations and management responsibilities of the property at its 

expense. 
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