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Public Safety Committee Meeting
March 12, 2018
5:00 p.m.
15t Floor Council Committee Room

Agenda

e Discuss a Resolution Urging State and Federal Lawmakers to Enact Stricter Gun Violence Prevention
Measures

¢ Discuss a Resolution Concerning Trauma-Informed Treatments for Children Exposed to Violence
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Wilmington, Delaware
April 5,2018
WHEREAS, the tragedy that unfolded at Stoneman Douglas High School, and which
claimed the lives of 17 students, marked the 17% firearm-related incident occurring at a

school in 2018 — 6 of which led to at least one victim being killed or wounded — according to

to the U.S. Centers for Disease Conl‘rol and Prevc’l-lt:ml;fai'ld F

WHEREAS, assault- style weapons have become p pular among assailants, leading

to elevated death tolls and injury counts. Wlth more 1,h“m 3:)0 mllhon guns in circulation

throughout the Unit_,"'l 4 tates, children and y g 'ad'ults (24’ years of age and under)

constitute 38% of all hlearm de'nhs and non-ldtdl m]urles and
WHFRTAS Icglslauve dCtiOIl (a) lalsmu thc minimum age to buy a rifle, (b)
bunmn;; the use, sale or pOSbEbeOI‘l 0[' bump stocks, and (c) restricting felons or the “mentally

ill” from im mb‘d‘ijgﬂ_e[y accessifl_g dangerous weapons, can have a drastic impact on mitigating

gun-related inciden:t:'. ghtf?@-‘f Siatcs most of which feature the lowest per capita homicide
rates across the United Stat(:Qhave enacted various prohibitive policies on assault-style
weapons.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF WILMINGTON, that Wilmington City Council calls upon the United States

Congress and Delaware General Assembly to prioritize the protection of all Delawareans in



enacting legislation that more effectively restricts and regulates access to firearms, fund
initiatives aimed at addressing firearms-related issues and raise awareness on availability of
mental health resources. Council further encourages members of the Delaware General
Assembly to support House Bill 300, prohibiting the sale, transfer or possession of a bump-
fire device designed to accelerate the rate of fire of a semiautomatic rifle, House Bill 302,

o others or themselves and

which restricts gun access for individuals deemed danger

House Bill 330, raising the legal age where it is pcr@sgib‘fé for a person to buy, sell, give or

transfer a firearm or ammunition from 18 ycaljs;_%_g:.ifﬁ'fto 21.

sed by City Council,




#XXXX
Sponsor:
Council

President
Shabazz

Wilmington, Delaware
April 5,2018
WHEREAS, around the United States, public safety is among the most important
responsibilities of city governments and remains the foundation for all social goods, from
health and education to community cohesion, and beyond; and
WHEREAS, each year, millions of children are expg)i_s:ed to violence in their homes,
schools, and communities. African-American children -aiﬁd’-'-yq.y_th, who are among the most
likely members of our society to be exposed to _lrguunﬁ; are also 5@0_1}g the least likely to

receive the services that could prevent the development of trauma-related emotional and

behavioral difficulties. Exposure to_youth violencé:,-.;f‘:v"\fllig = racteristical_iy‘.i?i_lqludcs children

who witness or are victimized by violence, should be lrea ed as a public health crisis and has

been shown to interfere with the development ofak hild’s ability.to self-regulate and learn

from life experiences; an

WHEREAS, a'd'("':-.'iésgenc 2 is.a time of many changes for youth and the way a child

1‘esp01}§ts -t’_ ) dcpends Li’pori:.i_heir dcvelop;nént’él level, environmental factors and
famil); beumg Accordiﬁé?{:};:;,:'a slud ycond ucted b'y Center for American Progress, Twenty-six
percent of clli]&ﬁ¢;-1 in the UmtedSLales will witness or experience a traumatic event before
they turn four. Chi&ld-ﬁfﬁ;e_of col__dr ':l.iving in poverty, which account for 38 percent of African
American children, 32 pcwent 6f Hispanic children and 35 percent of Native American, are
most likely to experience multiple traumatic events, a major risk factor for psychological
distress; and

WHEREAS, reinvestment and increased support for outreach programs such as the

Child Development - Community Policing Program, (CD-CP) operated by the Wilmington



Police Department, engage the community in creating and sustaining environments that
prevent violence and promote positive youth engagement; and

WHEREAS, National Youth Violence Prevention Week, March 19-23, is an
opportunity to raise awareness about the problem of youth exposure to violence, and to
educate our whole community about ways to stop or prevent violence; and

WHEREAS, traumatized youth who do not receivc."suf:ﬁcient care and protection

i i
G

often struggle to cope with and process what they’ve seen or experienced, leading youth to
react without thinking clearly about their own and others’ safe tﬁfi&hd the consequences

thereafter and the development of coping bl\llls 1

{ to survive and function day-to-day; and

tmth is the first

WHEREAS, an understandi

» of how traumé affects children and y
step towards creating a community S¢i the effects of trauma. Schools and community

ress the needs of children

organizations play a vitalrole in p‘repariﬁ@:_staff to identify and ad

and youth and aid in 1h(, prevention of dcvclépm._ental behavioral and mental health problems.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I': RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE

CITY. OF WILMIN IN, that C(}Llll(ﬁ-ii-' c.al]supon the Mayor, district superintendents,
school b&ﬂ%ﬂs._and community:organizations serving youth throughout the City of
Wilmington to esu1e that all Gf-'._iWIImin gton’s children who have been impacted by violent

acts be provided the resources necessary to more effectively overcome barriers to trauma-

informed treatment.

Passed by City Council,

Attest:

City Clerk



SYNPOSIS: This resolution emphasizes the importance of public safety and the need to
strengthen and enact trauma-informed practices to better support children exposed to
violence. Further, the resolution calls upon collaborative efforts between the Mayor, district
superintendents, school boards and community organizations to create communities sensitive
to the effects of trauma raise and support relationships that can facilitate trauma recovery.




